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EVERAL ways have been proposed to split the ©’s annual round 
into meaningful parts. Sound is one approach. Outside of the city, 
here at the southern fringe of New England, there is a seasonal si- 
lence, especially after dark, that begins when the © is in Tl, the 
month when dry leaves rustle eerily along the road, and continues, 
through the quiet of falling snowflakes, until the ice on our stream melts and we 
again hear the rush of tumbling water. This change invariably occurs a day or so 
after the © has moved into T. From here on, we know that any evening’s star- 
gazing will be against a background of the sinusoidal buzz of katydids, with 
bass counterpoint of frogs, and the shrill laughter of young children — the 
thump, thump, thump from teenager parties doesn’t usually blast across the lake 
till the © enters &. From T to + country nights are always noisy; they are the 
months in which Nature is fully alive. 

This issue of Considerations contains a wide range of astrological topics. 

A run on past issues containing articles by Dr. Theodor Landscheidt has 
left none remaining. While this is great for our shelf space, it poses rejection 
problems for those sensitive souls who absolutely must read his words of wis- 
dom. Therefore, in anticipation of the 2004 transit of 2 across the face of the O, 
an event that can only occur when 2 ¢ © occurs at the 2 node (see page 67), 
Ted’s landmark explanation of what and where the planetary nodes are, first 
published six years ago, is reprinted at page 35. 

Horses have been absent from our pages in the past. To make up for this de- 
ficiency, we have a dream horse from Robert Feik and Alan Richter’s tantaliz- 
ing offer of a fortune at the track. For those who prefer to win a fortune the hard 
way, on Wall Street, Bill Meridian gives more useful clues. 

Mislaying one’s music, wristwatch, necklace, keys or spouse can be a trau- 
matic experience. Fortunately, able astrologers can easily resolve such prob- 
lems. Ruth Baker provides a pertinent example, and Olivia Barclay clears up 
difficulties some newcomers to Horary may encounter. 

Prier Wintle is determined to undermine one of Astrology’s basic tenets. He 
writes about }, the planet we all know to be the super-duper Benefic, who will 
supply each of us with a winning lottery ticket, eventually. For reasons he ex- 
plains on page 11, Prier doubts this. 

Publishers and authors will doubtless note Doug Smith’s insightful book re- 
view, see page 47. If this doesn’t dry up our supply of freebies, we don’t know 
what will. 

Current events are generally ignored this time round -- we’re allowing 
Dubya some free play. An exception is the assassination of Laurent Kabila, 
whose chart and death Denis Saunders ably interprets. 

Finally, but not last in any other sense, we have more of Patrice Guinard’s 
astrological manifesto. We place this excellent essay at the back end of the 
magazine because the ideas contained within it require thought; what Patrice 
says needs to be mulled over. Another article following it could only distract. 

Enjoy 


A Horse Dream 
Applying Horary techniques to Dreams 


ROBERT FEIK 


N RECENT years, interest in the application of Astrology to 

the interpretation of dreams seems to have grown considera- 
9 bly. For example, see the books by Linda Reid' and by Mel- 

bourne & Adams”. The former concentrates on a psychologi- 

cal interpretation of the dream chart, while the latter focuses 
on the dreamer’s natal chart together with transits and progressions at the 
time of the dream. 

Taking a somewhat different approach, | will describe here the use a 
technique more akin to Horary, in order to amplify the images in the 
dream chart. This seems a natural approach in view of the close relation- 
ship between divination (i.e. Horary), dreams, and synchronicity. | have 
used this approach with considerable success over the past few years. 

Most traditional sources give dreams to the 9" house’. For example, 
Lilly wrote about Dreams and the 9" house in the context of a question 
put by a querent in the form: What the effect of his Dreams shall be?* To 
make a judgment on this, he would then construct a chart for the time the 
question was posed. 

By contrast, the chart I use is for the time of the dream itself and my 
initial aim will be not so much to interpret the dream but, rather, to look 


' Linda Reid, Crossing the Threshold, London, Penguin Arkana, 1997, p. 17 

? David F. Melbourne and Helen Adams, Your Dreams and Your Stars, London, 
Blandford, 1998 

> for example, Alchabitius, Bonatti, Lilly, Gadbury and al-Biruni all agree on 
dreams being signified by the ninth — I am grateful to Ken Gillman for pointing 
this out. 

“ William Lilly, Christian Astrology, 2™ Edition Corrected, & Amended, Lon- 
don, Printed by John Macock, 1657, p. 434 
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for a correspondence between the dream imagery and the astrological 
images in the dream chart. Any such correspondence would be synchro- 
nistic, i.e, “a meaningful coincidence in time”. 

My application is more in line with the distinctive subset of Horary 
described by Lilly° for the interpretation of: Of a thing suddenly happen- 
ing, Whether it signifieth Good or Evil. In that case, Lilly erects the chart 
for the time of the accident. Similarly, Geoffrey Cornelius documents a 
number of examples involving the “horoscopes of omens, funny co- 
incidences, and other spontaneous phenomena about which people ask 
‘What does this mean?’”® It seems a natural extension to apply this to 
dreams. As an example, | will use the following dream: 


Afier a conference/convention a group of people are driving in 
two cars into the city to a coffee shop (or some such); I am driving 
the front car and, in all the talking I forget to turn where intended; 
I turn left at the next street but the other car doesn’t seem to have 
Sollowed; we get out and look around but can't find a suitable cof- 
fee shop; now we retrace our steps and are reunited with the other 
car and occupants. 

We all get out of the cars; there is the suggestion of going rid- 
ing and a couple of horses appear; I decide to go on a large 
gray/white horse which starts moving away; I go up to it and 
throw a saddle (actually only cloth) over its back; the horse stands 
still as I tighten the two straps under its belly; first the rear strap 
—I pull too tight and the horse turns its head and gently bites my 
right hand as I fumble while trying to fasten the strap through the 
buckle; next I have some difficulty with the front strap buckle but 
eventually succeed in fastening it; I look for a bit and bridle; eve- 
ryone has gone; I see a sort of metal mesh cloth on the ground 
(and something else) but it is no good to me; then I see a metallic 
bit which someone seems to have lefi for me on the ground; I pick 
it up and put it in the horses mouth; he opens his mouth and ac- 
cepts it willingly; some reins and straps appear and I fasten the bit 
properly. 

Finally I get on the horse and start riding down a city street 
feeling surprisingly competent as a rider; pedestrians are coming 
the other way; a young woman passes and looks up; as I stand up 
on the horse to adjust my position forward (I am sitting too far 
back) I seem to be very high up; I also become aware that there 
are no stirrups; 


5 William Lilly, op. cit., p. 148 
° Geoffrey Cornelius, The Moment of Astrology, London, Penguin Arkana, 
1994, p. 224 
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We see that the dream has four clearly identifiable participants, 
namely the dreamer, a group of people in cars, a horse, and a young 
woman singled out among a group of 
pedestrians. The action starts with the 
group of people and ends with the young 
woman passing by the dreamer who is 
riding the horse. In between these two 
points, the dream is largely concerned 
with the somewhat difficult process of 
preparing the horse and finally mounting 
it. 

We turn now to the astrological sym- 
bolism in the dream chart, see Figure 1: 


Figure |: The Horse Dream 
7:35 AM AEDT (-11:00), 23 December 2000 
Melbourne, Australia: 37849, 144E58 


Rather than trying to interpret the meaning of this dream, my aim here 
is simply to look for correspondences between dream images and themes 


in the dream chart. 


Feik: A Horse Dream 


ADICALITY: The time of the dream corresponds to the day of 
QZ + and the hour of 4. Transiting \, the ruler of the hour, and %, 
YMA the Ascendant ruler, are together in the 5" house of recreations, 

i > 1B! zy 
such as horse riding. 

The ) is appropriately in the 11" house of groups, the joy of 
\y. Its spotlight shines directly on > and opposite. , the ASC ruler, 
shows the dreamer while } (ruler of the 12" house) shows the horse. 

The strong 4-% theme is further emphasized by several additional 
factors. For example, the 12" house, the joy of ®, is ruled by 4 (7 on the 
cusp). The ) is in the term of % and about to change sign into the term 
(and rulership) of 4. The )’s most recent major aspect was with » and its 
next major aspect (after changing sign) is with 4. In fact, the ) is trans- 
lating light from * to 4, which I will discuss in more detail later. Finally, 
% and \ are in mutual reception by face. 

Next, we see that 2 is in *, the sign of the horse, and is located in the 
12" house, again signifying horses. As an interesting aside, at 29° 38” ~, 
¥ is widely  &, half horse and half man, at 21° 30’ #, an appropriate 
symbol for the horse and rider in the dream. 

With respect to the dreamer’s natal chart it is noteworthy that transit- 
ing ® is sextile to natal 4, while transiting \ is conjunct to natal ». In all, 
the chart appears to be an excellent representation of dream themes with 
links to the dreamer’s natal chart. It can be taken to be radical. 


IGNIFICATORS: The ), in the 11th house of groups and asso- 
ciations, signifies the group of people from the convention. As 

y ruler of the 7" house, the ) is also an apt significator for ‘oth- 
ers’ in the dream. 

The dreamer is signified by » (ruler of 1* house). The dreamer’s ge- 
neric co-significator is the ), whose connection with > has already been 
noted. It is interesting to note that ® is natural ruler of leather straps, con- 
straining devices (straps, bridle), and control (bit, reins) — all of which 
are used by the dreamer in preparing the horse for riding. 

The horse is signified primarily by 4 (~ on 12" house cusp, also \ is 
natural significator of horses according to Louis’). Co-significators for 
the horse are 3 and the ©, both located in the 12" house. (Lilly gives 
horses to the 12" house, and also to the © and to o). 

The horse and rider, i.e. 4 and % are appropriately found together in 
the 5" house of recreation, i.e. horse riding is a recreation, or relaxation, 
after the hard work of the conference. We see that both 4 and % are ret- 
tograde. This is in keeping with the to and fro movement in the begin- 
ning of the dream (now we retrace our steps) and with various other ref- 
erences to turning and backs in the dream. 


’ Unless otherwise noted I will use, as a baseline, the significators given by An- 
thony Louis in Horary Astrology, Minnesota, Llewellyn Publications, 1991 
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The young woman is signified by Q. Her presence marks the fact that 
rider and horse are in her territory, since the 5" house is ruled by 9, and 
is also the joy of 2. We see that ? is located in the 2" house, i.e. the End 
of the Matter 4" of the 11" house — the dream starts with the group of 
people (the ) in the 11") and ends with the young woman (9 in the 2"). 

The curious switching between cars and horses is also reflected in the 
chart. First, we noted above that horses are signified by 4, and co- 
signified by ¥ and the ©. Similarly, cars belong to the 3", ¥, or o’, and 
are thus co-signified by 4, 3, and o*. It follows that here \ and are sig- 
nificators of both horses and cars. The connection of horses with cars is 
also suggested by }’s placement in Il. Finally, the mutual reception be- 
tween % and 4 symbolizes the theme of interchangeability. 

The %-% connection also reflects another dream image, namely, the 
horse turns its head and gently bites my right hand. The horse looks 
backwards (4 retrograde) and gently takes the dreamer’s hand (4 in mu- 
tual reception with 9, natural significator of hands). 

We have noted above that some sources give o” as a possible signifi- 
cator of cars. In that case, the fact that o" rules the 11" house can be seen 
as adding support to the image of groups in cars (Q in the 11"). In any 
case, the 11" house is the joy of \4, which we have seen is a significator 
of both cars and horses. 


CTION: Here we look at the aspects made by the ) prior to its 
leaving its sign, and also to aspects between other significators. 
At first sight, the void of course ) suggests no action. Fur- 
ther, although retrograde ¥ is applying to a conjunction with 1 
the conjunction will not be perfected (their recently completed conjunc- 
tion was in June 2000). In addition, they are in different signs. It seems 
initially that the dreamer may not get to mount the horse. In the dream, J 
decide to go on a large gray/white horse, which starts moving away. 
However, on closer observation we see that the ) translates light be- 
tween * and \, hence re-establishing the past conjunction. When the ») 
moves out of Tl and into * (i.e. everyone has gone), it moves from the 
term of (with which it made its last aspect) into the term of \, and, in- 
deed, into the sign ruled by 4. The ) is thereby received by \ (the horse 
opens his mouth and accepts it willingly). This allows the aspect to be 
perfected even though the sign has changed’. As in the dream, the perfec- 
tion is achieved after some difficulty, and only with the horse’s coopera- 
tion (4 receives the D). 
The ) acts from the 11" house, i.e. the house of the Good Daemon, 


§ see Anthony Louis, op. cit., p.160 where he quotes Bonatus as “saying you can 
use an aspect that becomes exact shortly after the planet changes sign if there is 

a reception between the significators and if this aspect between rulers is the first 
aspect the planet makes after one of the tulers changes sign”. 
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from where comes assistance in reaching one’s goals. In the dream, J see 
a metallic bit which someone seems to have left for me on the ground, i.e. 
someone from the group (the )) helpfully leaves the necessary equip- 
ment for me to use. 

I finally get on the horse. The involvement with the fortunate 11" QO) 
and 5"" (4 and *) houses is consistent with final success, as well as with 
feeling surprisingly competent as a rider. The horse and rider are as one 
— there are no stirrups — as though joined together like the centaur, 6, 
which we have noted is located strategically at the cusp of 12" house (the 
joy of ®, i.e. the dreamer), and conjunct the ®. 

Next, we see that ? applies to a square with } — a young woman 
Passes next to the dreamer. She is walking in the opposite direction (* is 
retrograde, moving in the opposite direction to 9). The prior conjunction 
of 2 with M may be thought to frustrate the aspect between 2 and %. 
However, the connection between ? and 4 is emphasized by their mutual 
reception. In any case, the contact is only by passing glance, as though 
is blocking the full force of the 2 square to %. Further, 9 o is consistent 
with the dreamer’s unexpected feeling of competence on the horse. 

As the woman passes, the dreamer adjusts his position since he feels 
that / am sitting too far back — the image of * retrograde is appropriate. 
The young woman /ooks up (? rules + which is on the MC) and the 
dreamer notes / seem to be very high up (* is exalted in =, what could 
be more appropriate?). The dreamer’s impression of height is also in 
keeping with o’, exaltation ruler of the dreamer’s 1™ house, being placed 
in the 10" house at the top of the chart. This impression, coming at the 
end of the dream, coincides fittingly with the fact that o” is also ruler of 
the dreamer’s End of the Matter 4" house. 


INAL COMMENT: The dream images correspond with themes 
in the dream chart both in general terms and in many intricate 
details. But this is only part of the whole picture. For instance, 
the pattern of interweaving themes can be expanded success- 
fully to include themes in the dreamer’s natal chart. 

However, that is another story. The corre-spondences described here 
are amply sufficient to give a strong impression of having glimpsed an 
underlying connectivity between the dreaming psyche and the planetary 
configuration at the time of the dream. 


Applying Astrology to Horse Racing 
ALAN RICHTER pnp 


NE OF advantages of studying horses compared to humans is 
that subjective opinions are not involved, the horse either 
won the race or it did not. 
The disadvantage is that there are other variables involved 
besides astrology. For example, the racing surface is a vari- 
able, if the horse likes this particular day but doesn’t like a sloppy track, 
it will fail to win because of the surface. 

I have attempted to keep the study as simple as possible by only con- 
sidering the following astrological variables: 

1. the sign of the ), 

2. the sign of the O, and 

3. the angle between the © and the ), expressed in signs only, not 

degrees. 

Some horses repeatedly win under the same ) sign. But other horses 
seem to have no ) sign preference. 

Some horses prefer the A-series of months — that is, T, I, 2, =, %, 
and #, the fire and air months. Some prefer the T-months (earth and 
water). Some have no clear preference. 

I have collected data on thousands of horses and have re- 
cords for every horse that won twice on the same date. The 
objective was to relate the day of the calendar to specific 
breeding. For example, Bold Ruler is particularly strong during 
the first ten days of October, and will generally beat progeny of 
Northern Dancer in that period. This causes bettors to 
underestimate the Northern Dancer horses, which then usually 
win on Breeders Cup day, about the 1 November each year. 

Here’s an example of a horse that displayed a clear 
preference for a particular position in the ) phase cycle — that 
is, the angle of the © and ) by sign. 

Perfect Con is a gelding, by Consigliere, born April 1996. 
As of this writing (September 2000), this four-year-old gelding 
has won three races. The dates were 27 June 1999, 22 August 
1999 and 11 September 2000. It is not obvious from the 
calendar dates that there is a pattern. But, when we use an 
ephemeris to look up the © and ) and the angle between them, we dis- 
cover that all three wins occurred when the ) was in the sign before that 
in which the next full moon occurred, which I abbreviate as the FM-1 
position. 
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On 11 September 2000 Perfect Con paid $21.60-to-win for a $2 
ticket, despite both of his prior wins having taken place on the same posi- 
tion of the )-phase cycle. We also note that all three wins occurred in 
contiguous months — that is, ) in 7 before the full moon, ) in @ be- 
fore the # full moon, and ) in # before the }{ full moon. 


Perfect Con 

4 year old gelding, born April 1996 
Dam: But Perfect, by Sir Session. Sire: Consigliere, by Caerleon 
Earned $23,240 in 1999. 
Racing style: comes from behind, stalk. 
27 June 1999. } in %, before full moon in 4: won maiden, fourth-time 
out. 6% furlongs at Emerald Downs. 
22 August 1999. ) in @ before full moon in #¥: won, claiming for 3 year 
olds. Mile at Emerald Downs. 
9 July 2000. ) T a © &: fourth by % length to Caller Pete. 6% fur- 
longs, Emerald Downs. 
11 September 2000. ) in =* before full moon in H: won, upset 3-year-old 
Elttaes Bay and 4-year-old fraction setter BabyWave. 6 furlongs, claim- 
ing, at Emerald Downs. 


That is just one example. 

Until now, I have kept much of my material secret. Here 1 give this 
single example because I want to retire from horse racing and transfer 
my extensive database of West Coast (California and Washington) 
horses to someone else. I am now 66 and need a lighter schedule. The 
caveat is that this project is much too much work for one person. Ideally, 
it should be handled by a team of two or three people. A family unit 
would be best, three members of the same family who trust each other 
financially and are willing to share the work load. I am open to the pos- 
sibility of becoming a part of the new team, at least for a certain time 
until it gets off the ground. It has the 
potential to form a profitable small busi- 
ness. If you are interested, contact me 
through Considerations 


\ 


The Dark Side of Jupiter 
Part 2 


PRIER WINTLE 


HE CHARTS I have discussed so far take us up to the middle 

of the 20" Century. Hitler committed suicide in 1945 and 

Stalin died in 1953. Communism persisted in Russia for the 

next 35 years, throughout all the Cold War period until 1990, 

and of course it still rules the whole of China, but something 
else was developing during the whole of those thirty-five years along the 
entire southern border of the Soviet Union, which we must deal with 
now. 

It would be wrong to conclude this article without taking an in-depth 
look at the Arab-Israeli confrontation. Clearly, it is a religious confronta- 
tion but it has galvanized the Arab world — indeed the whole Moslem 
world as it extends around the globe — to such an extent that it played a 
big part in the disintegration of the former Soviet Union and now con- 
fronts the entire Western World as well. 

Israel as a tiny independent state was let loose upon the Arab world in 
1948, occupying the Palestinian territory formerly comprising the king- 
doms of Judah and Israel in Biblical times. She is subsidized financially 
to the tune of billions of dollars annually and also supplied with arms and 
facilities for the most up to date weapons research mainly by the United 
States, thanks to the efforts of the very powerful Jewish lobby in that 
country. If we cannot find clear indications of the hand of \ in the charts 
of leading actors in this field that show him working in his dark guise 
then my “Dark Side of Jupiter” thesis is untenable. Let us see. 

The rise of Israel as a modern independent nation with a territory of 
its own didn’t just begin in 1948. Agitation for it had begun within the 
Jewish world of the Diaspora — that is, the 
Jewish people scattered but still conscious 
of themselves as a separate people and with ye 
their own organization and synagogues in 
every nation of the world — as early as the o> 
final decade of the 19" Century. 

The Jews are probably the cleverest eco- 
nomic operators in the world today and that 
fact plays a very important part in the story I 
am about to unfold now, but Judaism is also 
a religion and that of course is where y 
comes in. There are many sects within Ju- 
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daism—Orthodox, Reformed, and so on — but the relevant one here is that 
known as Zionism, so named because of its one overriding aim: the re- 
turn of the Jewish people to their ancient homeland in Palestine. 

Towards the end of the 19" Century Zionist Jews were troubled. With 
the advent of scientific rationalism, accompanied by a general level of 
material prosperity in the West that surpassed anything previously 
known anywhere in the world, Jews were losing their distinctive Jewish 
identity and being assimilated by the Goy culture around them to an ex- 
tent never known before. One Jew in five married a Gentile, and in war, 
on all fronts, Jew stood opposed to Jew. It was a tragedy and Zionists 
saw the writing on the wall. Something had to be done. 

The core strength of Zionism was originally in the East, in the ghet- 
toes of Russia, where the 2,000-year-old tradition of Jewish separatism 
had not yet been eroded by emancipation. Dr. Chaim Weizmann, in his 
autobiography Trial and Error, written in 1949 after he had become the 
first president of the Israeli state, tells how he was born in Motol in what 
is now Belarus but which was then simply a part of greater Russia, He 
hated Russia and went to Germany. There, however, the sight of eman- 
cipated Jews repelled him and he began a long fight to de-emancipate 
them. At first the Westernized Jews of Germany resisted, and the rabbis 
of Reform Judaism explicitly rejected the call to be led back to the land 
of their fathers. Nevertheless the pull of the elders in Russia was 
stronger than they had realized and in 1896 their own ranks were split 
when one of their own number, 36-year-old Theodor Herzl, published 
Der Judenstiat (republished as The Jewish State in 1934). This pam- 
phlet did not actually specify Palestine as the preferred homeland. Never- 
theless it demanded that: 


Sovereignty be granted us over a portion of the globe large enough to 
satisfy the rightful requirements of a nation. 


Tt was actually an astute move. Had an eastern Jew written the pam- 
phelt it would have been ignored. Coming from a westerner it had to be 
considered. So Western Jewry considered it. 

In March 1897 Jews from all over the world were invited to send 
delegates to a Zionist congress. Originally it was to have been held in 
Munich but the rabbis of Germany protested so the venue was changed to 
Basel in Switzerland. To the dismay of western Jews a majority of the 
197 delegates who assembled were from the East. A World Zionist Or- 
ganization was set up by them, asserting Jewish nationhood. Herzl jubi- 
lantly declared: “The Jewish state exists!” 

And now Jewish money began to tip the scales. 

Herzl, originally merely a Budapest-born Viennese journalist, began a 
triumphal, financially sponsored, tour of the great capitals of Europe as 
well as into Russia and even as far as the Sultanate of Turkey. The turn- 
of-the-century world he traversed seemed firm and secure on the surface 
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yet really he knew that everywhere its rulers were conscious of an insidi- 
ous danger threatening. The Communist Party was now an organized 
entity in every country; and its leadership had gradually become almost 
universally Jewish, Herzl’s method was to exploit the general fear of 
world revolution, plus each of his host’s knowledge of who would lead 
it, for his own particular end: the Jewish State. He offered domestic 
peace if his plans were supported and revolution if it were not. It was as 
if he held all nations between the teeth of his upper and lower jaws, 
which might at any moment close. 

On his travels he was accompanied by Sir Edward Cassell, a member 
of the Mountbatten family. Brian Connell writes about them in his 1953 
book Manifest Destiny, A Study of the Mountbatten Family: 


Ties of race and interest bound these men together. The web of their 
communications quivered at the slightest touch. They maintained be- 
tween them an incredibly accurate network of economic, political and 
financial intelligence at the highest level. They could withdraw sup- 
port here, provide additional funds there, move immense sums of 
money with lightning rapidity and secrecy from one corner to another 
of their financial empires and influence the political decisions of a 
score of countries. 


As a result of it all in 1903 the British government offered Herzl 
Uganda! The offer was accepted by 295 delegate votes to 175, almost all 
of the latter from Russia. 

And then, within a year, on 3“ July 1904, Herzl was dead. There were 
strong suspicions that he was murdered, possibly poisoned, though noth- 
ing was ever proved. 

Following his death, Dr. Chaim Weizmann led an attack on the 
Uganda offer and in 1905 the acceptance was revoked. 

According to Lois Rodden, Theodor Herzl was born on 2" May 1860 
in Budapest, Hungary (47N30, 19E0S). In this she follows Lascaut, who 
quotes a letter from Isaac Starkman giving this date and saying it is con- 
firmed by the Jewish Encyclopedia. Previously he had followed Troinski 
who gave 23” January 1860 as the date in Cahiers Astrologiques # 164 
and a birth time of 1:33 AM LMT (0:17 AM GMT). Lescaut gives no 
time for the 2 May birth time (the time of 1:33 that Lois Rodden quotes 
beside his name refers to the Troinski chart), but Penfield is cited as 
specifying 8:00 AM as the correct birth time. If this is taken to be LMT 
it produces a highly believable chart with & rising and \ in that sign in 
the 1 House. Certainly it would be hard to imagine anything more ap- 
propriate for someone who felt it is personal mission to reestablish a na- 
tional home for his people than & rising with an exalted placed in it. 
But note also the © ¢ P right on the EH 11" cusp. Herzl’s objective in 
life (11" house) was in effect an upheaval and a new start — P’s own key 
words — and the means he used were international economic and finan- 
cial manipulation (8). 
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Figure 5: Theodor Herzl 
8 AM LMT, 2 May 1860 


The chart has other interesting features in it, too, among which one 
may mention the very large number of aspects of the Quintile series that 
it features. Thus P is exactly Q 4 who is exactly Q ) who is exactly + 
back to B- I call any aspect ‘exact’ that is within 1° of true exactness. 
Similarly, the Midheaven is exactly 1 ¥, who is exactly Q 9. And is 
exactly Q 4. This kind of thing is characteristic of people who find 
themselves propelled into the public eye almost without them having to 
do much about it or even to explain it. Prince Philip, the consort of 
Queen Elizabeth TI of Britain, has a chart full of quintile links. But so too 
had Hitler — for even today political commentators are scratching their 
heads trying to explain how such a nobody could have captured the 
imagination and allegiance of a staid nation like Germany and kept it 
throughout a six years war. Herzl too was a nobody, a mere Budapest- 
born Jewish journalist, yet he was able to tour the capitals of Europe as if 
he were royalty, talking about big money and the need to use it wisely to 
prevent the Plutonic underground from rearing its ugly head. Don’t for- 
get that Hitler’s secret too was that he was able to talk better than anyone 
else. And even when that nobody Prince Philip speaks, whatever he says 
gets trumpeted around the world. For the Quintile series is based on the 
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division of the Zodiac by the number 5, the number of §, the ruler of 
speech. 

But o* exactly opposes } from Herzl’s 7" house. He had enemies. 
Those other Jews from Russia who should have been his allies were ac- 
tually his implacable foes. And they too could talk, for is in a cardinal 
‘T-square with the o & 4. And look at ¥ too up in the 10" house in close 
dissociate opposition to the ) conjoined with the EH 4" cusp — the home, 
but also the end of life. He wasn’t to be allowed to get away with it. And 
sure enough at the age of 44 he suddenly disappeared from the world 
scene. Nobody would know how it happened for XX, the ruler of the 8" 
house (EH), is on cusp 12 in a very close square to the MC. 

On the day he died { was only 8° from exact opposition to natal 2 in 
the 12" house (27° 25’ # to 27° 17’ Il) and @ rules that 4" house, the end 
of life. Moreover » was opposing his own natal position in the 2"! house 
from the 8" (20° 10° #* to 19° 18” Q) and that natal 7" house o' was 
squaring natal ) (1° 57’ & to 1° 08’ +). The previous day o had been 
exactly conjoined with # in 1° 12’ G. Could that have been when they 
talked it over? 

Was it a set back for 4? 

It all started off so grandly with him rising in exaltation in Herzl’s 
chart and then the typical Jupiterian travels everywhere and finally the 
offer of a whole subject African nation (Uganda) to the Jews if only they 
would use their financial clout to stave off trouble in the world generally. 

But is that really what 4 genuinely wanted? After all, he knew well 
enough what was in Herzl’s chart as a whole. Herzl could have been just 
the right, convenient pawn in a much bigger game. He started the ball 
rolling beautifully and then disappeared just as conveniently. What hap- 
pened next will show what I mean. 

The next landmark on the road towards the Jewish state was the 1914- 
1918 war during the course of which, in late 1917, Britain issued the Bal- 
four declaration that at its conclusion Palestine, which had been liberated 
from Turkish rule by British forces, would become a national home for 
the Jews. 

Exactly how this came about is too big a subject to go into in detail 
here. At the time, when war broke out in August 1914, it seemed to most 
Europeans to have been a bolt from the blue. Looking back on it, eco- 
nomic historians have tried to find all sorts of economic reasons for it; 
and no doubt these did exist. Really, however, the precipitating factor 
was something quite different. Ever since 1904 a highly dangerous, po- 
larized system of alliances had been built up by the European nations, 
supposedly to achieve a balance of power and thus prevent war. In each 
of the nations the government was being advised by political and eco- 
nomic ‘experts’, each nation believing they were assuring their own se- 
curity and safety in so doing. The advisors in turn were affiliated to dif- 
ferent international banks, all of them either Jewish owned or controlled 
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or with a strong Jewish connection. And what the nations were promising 
to do, ostensibly to maintain the balance of power, was to go to war if 
one key piece was kicked out of the fragile balance. And then of course 
one was kicked out. In 1914 the archduke Ferdinand of Austria was as- 
sassinated in Sarajevo. The Austrians moved in to avenge him, the Rus- 
sians declared war on Austria, Germany honored its allegiance with Aus- 
tria and declared war on Russia, France entered the picture because of 
her alliance with Russia, and Britain was drawn in because she was allied 
with France. 

Of course it might all have been a big accident, but if so it was cer- 
tainly one of those Jupiterian strokes of luck for the Jews. In 1917 Britain 
was in dire straits. Owing to effective German submarine warfare, the 
food supply for the entire British population only sufficed for another 
two weeks. But then they came up with the Balfour declaration, The 
Zionists had been lobbying both sides for a definite promise of a Jewish 
homeland in Palestine and now immediately the US press, almost en- 
tirely Jewish controlled, went into concerted action. Propaganda against 
Germany became unanimous and in November 1917 the United States 
entered the war. It tipped the scales against Germany, who was also 
weakened by Communist subversion from within. Germany capitulated 
in November 1918. A British mandate to provide a national home for the 
Jews in Palestine was set up as part of the peace treaty. 

This is the way Jupiterian religion works when it takes a real hold and 
is believed in strongly enough in a partisan sense. One has only to think 
about what the Catholic Church did in Spain with the Inquisition under 
Torquemada, or what the Spanish people as a whole did to the civiliza- 
tions and peoples of the New World they conquered, all in the name of 
religion to see what I mean. The Jews had to work under cover — 
conspiratorially — because they had been a scattered and relatively pow- 
erless community for two thousand years. They make no bones nowa- 
days about it having been a conspiracy. Chaim Weizmann’s autobiogra- 
phy Trial and Error uses the word quite openly. 

After Theodor Herzl’s demise the Zionist ball game hardly flagged 
for an instant. The ball merely passed straight into Dr. Chaim Weiz- 
mann’s hands, and in his chart we see a mutual reception of 2 and 4 as 
the ultimate dispositor of everything in it except for the ) in G. 9 and 4 
are of course the two classical benefics, concerning whom it is sheer, 
rank heresy to suggest they might have a dark side. And actually as far as 
the Jews were concerned, under Weizmann’s leadership, they did prove 
to be all that benefics should be, for in 1948 they achieved their own in- 
dependent Israeli state with him as its first president. But what a chart 
this really is! XX rises 8° below the Ascendant and the ) is a similar dis- 
tance above it in the 12" house. » is just above the 7" cusp, 2° from ex- 
actly opposing the DAx midpoint. And ¥ is just 1° from being 0 ), while ¥ 
is within 1° of exactly XX. This is the horoscope of someone with an 
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Figure 6: Chaim Weizmann 
8:30 PM LMT (18:46 UT), 27" November 1874 
Motol, Belarus: 52N25, 25E05 


ideal () in & in 12", closely 4 ® in T on 
the EH 9" cusp) but who will have to fight 
all the way against determined, subtle and 
devious opposition in order to achieve it. 
And with those two nearly exact squares— 
unlike oppositions, squares thrust things 
into the open and encourage one to fight- 
he will be just as subtle and devious as his 
opponents, even planning his subtleties 
and deviousness beforehand to outwit 
them. And note the Yod, or Finger of 
Fate, formed by the quincunxes from the 
exact 2 * 4 to B up in the 10" house. 
Someone with that configuration won’t 
cavil at a bomb or two thrown in here or " 
there, or even perhaps a judicious assassination now and then, providing 
it materially furthers the good work (@ rules the IC and P rules the 4"" EH 
cusp). And one must admit that a mutual reception between 2 and \ dis- 
posing of practically everything in the chart, with the two of them just 
13° off from an exact sextile, does tend to guarantee eventual success in 
most things in life. 
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And success it was. Israel was declared an independent state on 14" 
May 1948. 


Figure 7: Israel 

4:37:30 PM EET (14:37:30 UT)', 14" May 1948 

Tel Aviv: 32N05, 34E48 
“orn 


One must say, nevertheless, that the chart for this time and place is 
not an altogether reassuring one, though there are some fine things in it. 
of in Q at the 11" cusp is closely (within 1°) 4 \ at the 3" cusp, showing 
military success and the ability to present a convincing case for the right- 
ness of Israel’s cause-practicing lawyers might well envy and long for a 
configuration such as this. ¥ in II in the 8" is also virtually exactly 4 ¥ 
in the 12"", again showing subtle, fluent ability to argue in favor of finan- 
cial support for Israel and a genius for covering up anything at all smelly, 


' The meeting to announce the birth of the new state was called for 4:00 PM on 
14" May 1948 and this time is therefore sometimes used as the birth time. How- 
ever, Ben Gurion commenced by reading the independence statement and con- 
cluded with the declaration “The State of Israel has arisen” precisely at 4:37:30 
PM (his words were broadcast by radio). I think we may equate this with the 
doctor picking up a newly arrived baby and slapping it on its bottom. At the 
following midnight (00:00 AM EET, 1s May 1948) the new state became de 
Jure independent, much as a new baby becomes official when duly registered at 
the birth records office. 
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or at any rate efficiently sweeping it under the rug. But the ascending 
degree, 0° 59’ Tl, is almost precisely the one I believe to have been on 
Hitler’s Ascendant, and its ruler B in the 10" house is in closely ¢ % in 
his detriment in 2, just about 4’s worst possible placement! What sort of 
Finger of Fate could have beckoned the Jews and induced them to choose 
such a historically tainted degree as this? 

It is true that P does have a weak conjunction with the ), who is ex- 
actly conjoined with the Midheaven, and he is also placed at the center of 
a nice fan of sextiles with ¥ and §. The ) on the Midheaven places one 
in the public eye and of course scarcely a day goes by without one hear- 
ing at least something, good, bad or indifferent, about Israel. And with P 
associated with that talking, hypnotizing } 4 ¥ we all come to feel it must 
concern us personally in a deep, intimate and at the same time world- 
throbbing way. 

This is further born out by the placement of ® in @ in the 3“ house. 
® there in that sign means that in some deep sense the State of Israel 
seeks to find fulfillment by leading, teaching, or even in some way ad- 
ministering affairs in the world generally. But ® is closely 0 ¥ in the 12" 
house so there is a taint about it. Though we can’t keep our eyes off Is- 
rael something tells us we are being conned by her at the same time. And 
\ on cusp 3 closely o° up in the 8", near the 9" cusp, bears this out. 
The 3" house rules neighbors and though Israel tries to pursue a good 
neighbor policy, at least nowadays (formerly she tried a Jupiterian policy 
of expansion at their expense), all of them resent her presence there and 
hate her with a vitriolic 8" house hatred that is not likely to go away ina 
hurry. Indeed the square from Israel’s © in the 7” to & up in the 10", 
conjoining cusp 11, shows she is born to be in a state of perpetual con- 
flict. A 7" house © indicates someone who seeks allies, or to be an ally, 
but with that aspect let those who become allies of Israel beware! They 
will have irresolvable war on their hands. 

Finally | must mention the way in which the ), %, K and P are all 
linked by parallels, with 4 also drawn in by a parallel aspect to {, and 
the ® in parallel to both of them. The ) is certainly strengthened by this 
linkage (she is otherwise rather weak by aspect), but with K and P impli- 
cated it means it is often the strength of desperation. We all know that 
Israel is there to stay. She would blow up the Earth before she would 
agree to disappear! In 1903 Dr. Nahum Sokoloff, a Russian Jewish dele- 
gate to the 6" Congress of the World Zionist Organization, said, “Jerusa- 
lem will one day become the capital of world peace.” Today it looks 
more likely that it could become a trigger for a 3 World War, and pos- 
sible total world destruction. 

One wonders whether 4, in his own sign ¥ on Israel’s 3% cusp, feels 
frustrated by this, or if he intended it this way all along! 
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194348 HAT NOW of Islam? Saddam Hussein is the key figure here at 
A the present time and we must take an in-depth astrological look 
a is at him, but before we dive straight into that let us first realize 
SS”) just what an enormous issue we have on our hands here. When 
we look at it, it almost looks as if 4 has reverted on the grand scale to his 
Piscean Age pattern of contention between religions as his lever par ex- 
cellence for control of the world. War between ideologies, as between 
Nazism and Communism, was good too, 
of course. The 1939-45 war eventually 
mobilized practically the whole world. 
And, on a smaller scale, we see the 
same sort of thing tending to erupt again 
today with the ethnic struggles in the 
former Yugoslavia and in Chechnya and 
other places along the southern border 
of the old Soviet Union. But Islam is 
potentially a much bigger kettle of fish 
than that. The Islamic world as a whole, 
stretching as it does from North Africa 
through Arabia and Pakistan to 
Indonesia, comprises over one billion people, roughly the same number 
as the population of modern day Communist China. True, they are not 
all mobilized and unified at the present moment. Saddam Hussein is 
only the ruler of a small nation of some seventeen million people, and 
even they are split between the two main Islamic sects, Shiite and Sun- 
nite. And in the 1980s he fought an eight-year was with Iran, his 
neighbor Islamic state. Today he tries to portray himself, or sell himself, 
as the God-appointed leader and unifier of at least of all the Arab Islamic 
world, comprising Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Saudi 
Arabia and the Emirates, in addition to his own Iraq. The loathing they 
all feel for the Israeli presence in Palestine is a wonderful pretext for this. 
And it, or something developing from it, could well suddenly unify the 
whole Islamic world. Islamic people instinctively resent any outsider 
intrusion into what they regard as their world (as Christians also did in 
past times but do much less so today), and in 1992 the Gulf War pro- 
vided instructive evidence of this. Initially that was a purely intra-Arab 
dispute. Iraq had invaded and annexed Kuwait to use her oil to offset 
debts she had incurred during her war with Iran. Saudi Arabia felt 
threatened by her as well, however, and Rockefeller oil interests in the 
US used her fears as their opportunity to send in a UN force, ostensibly 
to protect her and liberate Kuwait but really (so the whole Islamic world 
believed) to safeguard and advance America’s own interests in the area. 
Thus friendship was restored between Iraq and Iran, so recently at war. 
Saddam was able to refer to the Iranian ruler as “my brother”, and send 


vs 
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145 of his warplanes into that country in the final stages of the conflict to 
prevent their capture or destruction by the US. 

Just watch Islam. As Napoleon said of China 190 years ago, “There 
sleeps a giant — wake him not!” And observe how all the Western world, 
religious, non-religious or irreligious but universally materialistic, is be- 
ing drawn into the Palestinian issue, on the side of Israel. It’s just what 
the doctor ordered as far as 4 is concerned. 


Figure 8: 


Saddam Hussein 
10:55 AM LMT (7:55 AM GMT), 28" April 1937 
Tikrit, Iraq: 34N36, 43E42 


Saddam Hussein has been lucky. Knocked out in the Gulf War he 
nevertheless escaped with his life (as also, strangely enough, did Slobo- 
dan Milosevic after the Kosovo ‘incident’), and he went straight back to 
arming himself with all the nastiest modern scientific weapons.” Re- 
cently, when threatened by US President Clinton, he warned that he had 
a weapon, presumably bacteriological, that could kill 10,000 people at 
one strike. The West would love to swat him like an irritating fly, but 
isn’t quite sure what sort of a mess it would make and what ripples and 


* A foretaste of the Aquarian Age. 
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repercussions there might be. After all, some 70,000 US and allied sol- 
diers — half the force deployed in the Arabian desert in the Gulf War — 
subsequently came down with a crippling illness known as Gulf War 
Syndrome, apparently caused by minute droplets of infected fluid that 
were blasted and scattered into the air when UN planes bombed the 
Iraqi’s bacteriological warfare plants, and which were subsequently car- 
ried by the wind over the UN army positions. 

Two different birth dates and numerous different birth times have 
been proffered for Saddam Hussein. The most likely date is 28" April 
1937 at Tikrit, Iraq (34N36, 43E42), since he celebrated his 61" birthday 
on this date in 1998. According to Lois Rodden’s data service, 8:55 AM 
on 16" February 1937 has also been proposed, which has @ rising in T. 
A @ rising chart seems highly unlikely for someone who could quarrel 
with his two sons-in-law so that they fled the country, lure them back by 
saying all was forgiven, and then execute them on their return. Or, as I 
also wondered earlier in the case of Stalin’s chart, does 9 have a dark 
side too?* 

For 28" April Lois Rodden mentions a French source quoted by Fran- 
ces McEvoy that gives 10:30 AM. I tend to favor a chart published in a 
Dutch astrological magazine in early 1991 that used 10:55 AM, corre- 
sponding to 7:55 AM GMT (see Figure 8). This gives 0° 40’ on the 
Ascendant. The picture that then emerges is highly characteristic, for 
Saddam Hussein undoubtedly does project a {2 persona. Enormous pho- 
tographic posters of him are to be seen everywhere in Baghdad and 
throughout Iraq, and woe betides anyone who defaces or knocks one of 
them down, however accidentally. One French journalist who acciden- 
tally knocked one down on a build- 
ing site found himself jailed for 
nine months without trial and sub- 
jected to continuous interrogation 
and even to torture. Even more 
Leonine is Saddam’s identification 
of himself with the ancient 
Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar. 
The city of Babylon, not far from 
Baghdad, is being rebuilt and me- 
dallions have been struck that are 
issued to visitors to the city. They 
show Nebuchadnezzar’s face and 
Saddam Hussein’s side by side, presenting a striking likeness. 


* It is true that she has been associated with death by poisoning. The Roman 
name for the crime of poisoning, de veneficiis, is derived from her name. On the 
whole, however, Saddam has been more open in his killings than this. 
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Chiefly significant, however, is an exact opposition between P and 4 
only 4° above to 4° below the Ascendant-Descendant axis. This opposi- 
tion is of course present in any chart erected for any birth time on this 
date, but for someone who has a religious war fixation, as Saddam Hus- 
sein does, it must be emphasized, to place } in the picture. And then of 
course B in & less than 4° above a 2 Ascendant is only too possible for 
someone so convinced of and obsessed with his own importance that he 
could lure his two sons-in-law back into Iraq with a snake-like smile and 
then coldly and megalomaniacally kill them once they came. 

We also must not overlook the position of 2 only 2° from the MC. It 
recalls the placement of ‘4, ¢ K, only 1° from the MC in Himmler’s chart. 
Saddam's @ is in detriment in T whereas Himmler’s 4 was in its own 
sign ~, but that merely reflects the fact that Saddam is himself a war 
maker whereas Himmler was Minister of the Interior, even though he 
made that interior a place of horrors. Whatever planet conjoins one’s 
Midheaven is involved with one’s sense of status in life and the work one 
is here to do in the world. Saddam’s compulsive fixation upon the devel- 
opment of bacteriological war weapons is certainly in agreement with 9’s 
reputation as the planet of veneficiis (poisons) so she does seem to be 
showing a dark side to herself, even if she doesn’t really have one all the 
time behind that winning smile of hers. In addition, John Addey used to 
emphasize that 9 was the planet of victory (i.e. peace achieved through 
victory), and there is no doubt that Saddam believes he is ultimately des- 
tined and bound to be victorious, though since she is in detriment in o”’s 
sign, 2 may disappoint him here. But she is unquestionably a warlike 2 
in this sign for he has been continually at war, either with outsiders or 
with the Kurds within his own borders, ever since he assumed power.° 


* The fact that the Ascendant-Descendant axis is at the midpoint of the wide 
opposition strengthens and refocuses this, making it of prime significance in the 
chart, 

5 | think there is an important principle involved here. None of us is an automa- 
ton, and we all know this with the intensity with which we believe in our own 
personal existence. To imagine that we have no free will but are totally directed 
by the configurations in our horoscopes makes nonsense of human life, even 
though these configurations do paint a stunningly accurate picture of the sort of 
people we are. Despite that, we have to face up to the fact that we ourselves 
make or mar our own lives (and in so doing make or mar our astrological con- 
figurations). Thus Hitler, Himmler, Stalin and also Saddam Hussein have all had 
free will. They just chose to bring out what seems to us to have been the worst 
possibilities in what they were equipped with as well as in the life positions they 
achieved or which were allotted to them. 

But we must also face up to the fact that 4 and 9 too may have ambivalent 
sides to them, just as we do. And given the ambivalent world we all live in, and 
the fact that they are really very individual gods and goddesses, they may nudge 
and influence us in bad as well as good directions. 
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Other characteristic and evidential features we may mention in the 
chart include the situation of ¥ in T? in the 2" house, very weakly as- 
pected, showing Saddam’s intractable financial problems, the sanctions 
that have been imposed upon him that make a way out almost impossible 
to see, and his fixation upon oil as the only viable solution. And look at 
the © only 2° from o X in the 10" house, and the ) a similar distance 
from o" in the 5". Positions like these in a birth chart show a person who 
is always trying break out of situations (JK) and take chances using vio- 
lence if necessary () and # in the 5"). Since the © and ) are within 1° of 
exact quincunx, the auguries of success by such tactics are not good. 

Finally note that what Derek Appleby called a piggyback mutual re- 
ception disposes of everything else in the chart. 4 is disposed of by », 
who is disposed of by o”, who in turn is disposed of by 4. Thus we are 
back to that } 4° from the Ascendant-Descendant axis. On one side of 
him is %, on the other side o'. And in % he is in his Fall, so he is un- 
happy, but also in some sense in the hands of destiny. As always he 
thinks big, but the outcome may well be something that neither Saddam 
Hussein, nor the Iraqis, nor the Americans, nor indeed anyone else, can 
truly imagine at the present time. 


O WHAT can we really say of 4? He has been given beauty 
parlor treatment like all the politicians we see in every media 
newsflash. It has become the rule for centuries now in Astrol- 
2S ogy, in India as well as in the West. But the ancients never 
thought of him just as a celestial Santa Claus whose only business was to 
hand out gifts. Remember that he chucked poor old Hephaestos (Vulcan), 
the heavenly smith, down from Mount Olympus when he got too clever 
and broke both his legs so that he hobbled ever afterwards. And he hung 
his wife Juno up by her thumbs for protecting him and being insubordi- 
nate by thinking her own thoughts and patronizing her own favorites. He 
always had a nice smile, and certainly if he liked you then you were on 
top of the world with the best of all possible prospects. But he was a ty- 
rant nevertheless, being in overall control and manipulating everything 
and everybody. The only difference is that in ancient times everyone 
knew there were gods and everyone knew he was doing it. Since Chris- 
tian times the old Judaic idea that there is only one God whom you can’t 
see but are duty bound to believe in has become generally accepted and 
gods in the plural are frowned on as wicked. Astrology itself has only got 
through by the skin of its teeth and by representing the planets simply as 
impersonal, naturalistic influences.° Some of these had to be benefic to 
balance all the horror and evil that were all too evident in the world gen- 
erally, so 2 became the principle of love and harmony (interestingly re- 


° Following the psychologist Carl Gustav Jung and calling them archetypes 
might just get you by. 
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garded as only the Lesser Benefic), while 4 could hand out money and 
advancement in one’s career so naturally he was the Greater Benefic. 

But \ has really always gone on ruling things just as he always did. 
He has simply said to himself “Alright, if you don’t believe in gods and 
that I’m in charge, I'll do it behind the scenes. Sometimes it’s even more 
effective to be incognito than it is to act openly.” (Here of course he was 
thinking of how he disguised himself as a bull, as well as various other 
aliases, in order to carry on his activities as the great celestial seducer. 
Note that as top god the bull form, &, is just as available to him as the 
ability to do fast double talk, II, or to be grand, Q, or to wear the mask of 
humility, H. And of 
course to talk bull is just 
what priests and _politi- 
cians always do, and have 
always done, all the time.) 

So the churches and 
the nations and the 
political parties and the 
reformers have all gone 
on since two or three 
centuries before Christ, 
all believing that they 
alone hold the one true 
key to everything, 
whether it was the true 
nature of the One True 
God or the — ethnic 
superiority of the master 
race that is destined to 
rule the world or the 
economic basis of all social organization that will lead inevitably to the 
paradise of the dictatorship of the proletariat. And 4 has really been ma- 
nipulating them all along, all the time, and he is still doing it. He likes 
seeing them pontificating and squabbling and fighting, for he won’t let 
any one of them really come out on top. All he has done is let the differ- 
ent opposing factions get bigger and bigger so that now it is no longer 
small nations of a few millions who face each other, nor even fifty or a 
hundred millions, but billions. The world is shaping up for the scrap to 
end all scraps — literally. Then finally, if it hasn’t been blown into the 
sea beforehand in some God Almighty atomic blast, 
we’ll see \ literally enthroned again on Mount Olympus. 

In the meantime keep your eye on the Arab-Israeli 
scenario. It is from that (with a bit of ethnic stuff thrown 
in) that things are going to develop and it will draw in 
the whole Western world and Communist China as well. 
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& KK Stations 


BILL MERIDIAN 


HE STRONGEST period for the US stock market is the 
stretch from October to April. In fact, since 1988, the single 
strongest grouping that period has been the semiconductor 
industry. Could there be an astronomic correspondent to this 
phenomenon? 

The planet X has been making its stations in the spring and in the fall. 
I cranked up AIR Software’s Market Trader program to test this relation- 
ship. Graph 1 is an efficiency test of the Philadelphia Semiconductor In- 
dex (SOXX) versus retrograde stations of KX, These stations occur in the 
spring. Graph 2 is the same type of graph set for the direct stations in the 
fall, The stations occur at zero on the graph. The lines represent the per- 
centage change in the index from 30 days before to 30 days after the sta- 
tion, Note that the SOXX tends to drop about 5% from 8 days before the 
station to 3 days after the station. There is a general tendency to fall be- 
fore the station and a mild tendency to rally after it. 

Graph 2 reveals the tendency to decline before and to strongly rally 
after the direct station. This station in the autumn is the major propellant 
for this semiconductor phenomenon. Graph 3 depicts the SOXX average 
for the last half of 2000. Note that the group bottomed on October 19 
with the rest of the market, but that there was a secondary low on the 
26", the day of the direct X station. At the time this writing in November 
2000, I expect this group to rally into January. The \K station was one 
indicator that was instrumental in expecting a low. 

To take the analysis one step further, the group average is a composite 
of the prices of key semiconductor stocks. One key component is Intel 
(INTC). Note the position of the © at 15° 2, opposite the autumn 2000 
station of K at 16° #*. This solar position also tied into the picture, creat- 
ing more volatility than usual. INTC took a big hit in October, leading 
the tech group down. The chart for the opening day of the NASDAQ (10 
AM EST, 8 February 1971, New York: 40N45, 73W57) is also tied in. 
Note that the station (and the eclipse of the previous February) was ap- 
plying closely to the © and was 0». 
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1. Retrograde Stations of X versus the 
Semiconductor (SOXX) Index 1995-2000 


2. Direct Stations of X versus the 
Semiconductor (SOXX) Index 1995-2000 
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Meridian: Semiconductor Stocks & Stations 


3. Semiconductor Index (SOXX) 


28 


poy | 


preg onan a eA 


Intel (INTC) First trade 
10 AM EDT, 7 August 1981: 40N45 73W57 


Where is my Orchestral Music? 
RUTH BAKER px astro, oP. 


HE DAY before I was due to go to an orchestral rehearsal I 

was horrified to discover that my pad of orchestral music had 

completely disappeared. After searching the room in which I 

work and practice, and also the rest of the house, I telephoned 

everyone who might possibly have picked it up in the re- 
hearsal hall. After drawing a complete blank, my husband and I went to 
the hall and made a thorough but totally unproductive search. As I had 
recently spent some considerable time bowing the parts ready to be trans- 
ferred to the string section of the orchestra, I was fairly frantic by the 
time I arrived home, and drew up a chart. 


Where is my Orchestral Music? 
9:55 AM GMT, 8 May 2000 
SIN48, 1E09 


) separates from * ? and applies to « % 
) day, © hour; )MR 4 &¥,3MRE 
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Baker: Where is my Orchestral Music? 


My significator is the Ascendant ruler, the ©. I was very pleased to 
see that there was planetary hour agreement. The © is also ruler of the 
hour and as well as ruling the ascending sign, rules the day triplicity of 
Q. 

The ©, as ruler of the 2" house as well as the 1", represents my lost 
music and is aptly placed in the 10" house of career. %, the natural sig- 
nificator of printed paper' rules the greater part of the 2" house, and is 
also posited in the 10", So too is 2, the natural significator of musicians,” 
and ruler of the 4" house. I was surprised to see all these angular planets 
together because that indicated that the music was not only within my 
house, but that it was in the room where I work? and which my husband 
and myself had searched thoroughly. 


Essential Dignities 


8 


Sign | Exalt | Trip ‘T Term 


a Fac 

(o) g D) 2 y > | peregrine 
») y o 7) od 

g g » o} ¥ > | combust 
g g ) g | g 8 | USB 

J 8 Q 4 ‘3 4 | peregrine 
a g » g 4 D | combust 
% g » g | 4 *% | combust 
® o |). 4 g >) 


The ) can also represent a lost object as well as being the co- 
significator of the querent. As the ) is in the 12" house of confinement 
and the natural significator of printed paper is combust, I had to think 
that the music must be out of sight and trapped somewhere. 

However, I thought I would eventually find it because all the signifi- 
cators are above the horizon’. The ) translates light from * 9, natural 
ruler of musicians (and Lilly specifies fiddlers!) to + 3, natural significa- 
tor ofshiert music. ® has fair strength in the 3" house of printed mate- 
rial. 

Both § and the © are in the earth sign of 8, indicating that the music 
is on or very near the ground.° The 4" house ruler, 9, is also in 8. Lilly 
quotes the ancients as saying that if the Lord of the Hour (in this case the 
©) is in the 10" house, it indicates that the thing lost is in the southern 


' William Lilly. Christian Astrology, p. 78. 
? Ibid, p. 74. 

3 Ibid, p. 202. 

4 Ibid, p. 357. 

5 Ibid, p. 52. 

° Ibid, p. 203. 
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part of the house, towards the east.’ 8 is a south-by-east sign; in fact all 
the significators are in the eastern quadrant of the chart. 

My workroom has a corner window. Half the window faces south and 
the other half faces east. Although all the indications pointed towards this 
room, another search brought no success. I had another look at the chart. 
The closest planet to the 10" cusp is 2, and I suddenly remembered that 
among other things @ signifies beds.* I pulled out the divan, which stands 
against the wall, and there was my music pad on the floor. 

T think there must be some little astrological demon running around 
my house, hiding my things to give me horary practice. This is the third 
time I have had to do a chart for lost music. 


@ 


A Guide to Horary & More 


for Contemporary Astrologers 
Part 5 


OLIVIA BARCLAY ane 


HE LAST installment summarized the use of planetary as- 

pects and how they can indicate actions, past, present and 

future. Yet what is promised is not always accomplished. It 

may appear, at present, that a planet will reach its goal, but 

look out for another, faster one that might overtake it and 
reach the goal first. That is prohibition. It prohibits the success of the 
overtaken planet. 9, the lady, may hope to reach o’, the young man, but 
when she is within a few degrees of him, , who is faster, pushes past her 
and reaches him first. 

Or @, the lady, may hope to reach o”, the young man, but just as she 
approaches, he joins up with 4, a slower planet, who was ahead of him, 
and she is frustrated because she wanted to be with him alone. 

Or 9, the lady, may hope to reach o”, but just as she approaches him, 
he slides into the next sign beyond her reach, or just as she approaches 
him she herself goes retrograde, retreating from him. This is refranation. 

It is not always easy for a contemporary natal astrologer to understand 
the constant and varying motion of planets speeds, because in recent 
years such a concept has been lost, and with that the ability to predict or 
make any precise statements. 


 [bid, p. 203. 
* Ibid, p. 75. 
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Retrograde planets are not entirely bad, in fact if you wish to find a 
lost article, and the symbol of its significator is 8, the article will be re- 
trieved. If a forward moving planet bumps into a retrograde planet, the 
meeting will occur more suddenly, ending the matter speedily. If a ret- 
rograde planet is chasing another retrograde planet delay is inevitable. 

What about the moment when a planet changes direction? There is a 
pause while it remains stationary. There are two kinds of station: one 
when the planet turns from direct to retrograde, and one when it turns 
from retrograde to direct again. The interpretation is this: at the first sta- 
tion it slows things down, but at the second station Lilly, commenting on 
the 74" Consideration of Bonatus, tells us there is a renewing of strength. 


<= am amy) E MUST always consider the antiscia degrees (singular an- 
A Uy) tiscion) of our main significators. These are called Solstice 
Uy G Points in America. One imagines a line between 0° & and 0° 
G y % and reflects the chart that is on one side of this line onto 
/")) the other side. Thus a planet that is at 1° @ reflects onto 29° 
IL, or a planet at 27° * reflects to one at 3° 6. The effect is like a con- 
junction. 

When we read that planets behold each other, this refers to planets in 
aspect or in contact by antiscia. 

The point opposite an antiscion degree is called its contra-antiscion. 

If the antiscia fall in middle of Fixed signs (the antiscion degree of 
15° B is 15° Q), with the contra-antiscia opposite them, the resulting 
Fixed Cross is extremely difficult. 

The use of this technique is described by Firmicus Maternus, writing 
in the 4" Century. 

In Synastry the antiscion points seem especially important, even 
though the rest of the chart may show little evidence of contact. The ? 
antiscion will provide a strong link between charts. 

Another configuration to watch for is besiegement. When a main 
significator is situated between two malefics, and 0’, he is powerless. 


SY 


SS 


HAS become ignored in recent times. Traditionally, g 

was always of the greatest importance because it repre- 

sents our fortune or substance. It is one of the hylegical 

places, used when astrologers calculate the length of a 

life. The goddess Fortuna was in every Roman temple. 

The good aspect of the ) to ® alone will give an affirmative answer to 
the horary question. 

We calculate the ® by adding together the number of degrees of ce- 

lestial longitude of the Ascendant and the ), and then subtracting the 

number of degrees of the ©. So that if the Ascendant is at 3° © (that is 
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the equivalent of 33°) and the ) is at 4° Tl (or 214°), add these to make 
247°. If the position of the © is then at 20° Q (or 140°), this is subtracted 
from 247°, leaving 109°, the equivalent of 17° &, which is then the posi- 
tion of the ®. 

Ptolemy and Lilly calculate the ® in this way for both day and night 
charts, but some other authorities reverse this for night charts, adding the 
Ascendant and the O, then subtracting the ). 


@®=ASC + )-O (all charts, according to Ptolemy & Lilly; diurnal 
only, according to others) 
@®= ASC + ©-) (nocturnal only, according to some) 


Where @ is in your chart, there is your substance, literally or meta- 
phorically. It is written as ®; not as ®, which is the glyph of the earth. 

Ptolemy explains how to interpret the ®, that it informs us about our 
material acquisitions for one thing, and should also be judged by its dis- 
positor, that is, the planet ruling the sign it is in. If the dispositor is 
strong the querent will be rich, especially if aspected by the luminaries. 

Ptolemy states that if » is the ® dispositor, riches come from build- 
ings, agriculture or shipping. If 4 is the dispositor, from inheritance, 
trusteeship or priesthood. If it is o*, through military command. If it is 9, 
riches come through gifts from women. And if $ is the ruler of the sign 
containing the ®, the wealth will come through eloquence or from trade. 

There are other ways the ® informs us, but for that read Ptolemy’s 
Tetrabiblos, because a full explanation is beyond the scope of this article. 

The Arabs used not only the ® but also many other Parts or Lots, as 
Al Biruni explains. Lilly does not mention much about them in his 
Christian Astrology because in his day Arabs were considered infidels. 
He does however make use of the Part of Children. 


N HORARY it is simplest if the querent asks his own ques- 

tions, but if he asks on behalf of someone else, the chart is 
9 turned, This means that although the 1* house a/ways repre- 

sents the questioner, if he should ask about his partner, we 

can judge the chart from the point of view of the 7" house. 
The 8" then becomes the partner’s possessions, the 9" her short journeys, 
etc. Lilly shows us a chart concerning the death of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury on page 419 of Christian Astrology. As the Archbishop is a 
man of the Church, he is represented by the 9" house. This is much 
harder to interpret because there is the radical chart with its house mean- 
ings, and the turned chart with its house meanings. If the querent is not 
involved in the action asked about, the emphasis is usually on the turned 
positions. 
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y HEN THE subject matter is not domestic, the Fixed Stars 
can be considered. 

The Fixed Stars give greatest gifts and elevate even from 
poverty to an extreme height of Fortune. The seven planets 
2 donot so.' 

The Fixed Stars were named according to their effects and most of the 
names are of Arabic origin. When a planet is conjunct a Fixed Star of 
the same nature the qualities of that planet will be greatly emphasized; 
but if the Fixed Star is of a contrary nature it will hinder the planet 

The effects of the Fixed Stars are long lasting and slow, useful in 
judging mundane events and to consider when laying foundation stones 
for buildings or towns. 

We do not use every known Fixed Star because there are too many. 
Lilly used only about forty, allowing an orb of 1° if the star is powerful, 
but more usually 4°. 

Ptolemy writes of the ancient arrangement of the constellations, 
where each one had significance in itself. For instance, Argo affected 
shipping, Cygnus and Aquila affected birds, as did TM and %, which are 
both winged signs. & and the Dolphin affected the sea, and Perseus in- 
fluenced humanity. Unfortunately, Algol is in Perseus. 

The constellations described by Ptolemy did not encompass all the 
stars. There were some outside any constellation and they were called 
‘scattered’, Modern astronomers have rectified the shapes of the old con- 
stellations to make them neater, and tidied up the old arrangements to 
include all stars. This has been disastrous for interpretation since stars of 
differing properties are now contained in the same modern constellation. 
Moreover, these meddling astronomers have changed the names, not 
only of the stars but of the constellations. This means it is extremely dif- 
ficult to identify some of the stars named in antiquity. 

It should be remembered that the precession of the equinoxes has 
moved the positions of the Fixed Stars in relation to the earth, so that 
they appear to move at approximately 50 seconds of longitude each year. 
Apart from their movement against the Zodiac, they do have a very slight 
movement of their own. Stars vary in brightness and, as the brightest 
stars are those that have the strongest effect on earthly life, perhaps their 
influence varies from century to century. 

The finest source of information on traditional astrology is Christian 
Astrology by William Lilly, published in 1647. 

As this copy of Considerations was about to go to the 
printers, we received the sad news that Olivia has died 
(7 pm, 1 April 2001: 51N14, 1E24) 


' Christian Astrology, p. 621. 
* 9" Consideration of Bonatus. 
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Geocentric Planetary Nodes 
in Theory & Practice ‘ 


THEODOR LANDSCHEIDT 


aan) HE POINTS of intersection of the )’s orbit and the plane of 
the ecliptic — the )’s nodes — were already taken into ac- 
count in Hellenic horoscopes. Today, they are regarded as es- 
sential elements of interpretation; there is no modem ephemeris 
that does not list them. This should be a cause for astonish- 
ment, as the )’s nodes are mathematical points that, in contrast to the O, 
the ) and the planets, are void of space-filling substance. Yet, this imma- 
terial quality is not exceptional in astrology. Like the }’s nodes, the As- 
cendant, Midheaven and house cusps, these outstanding individual fac- 
tors in interpretation, are immaterial intersection points; they can only be 
defined by mathematical methods. The astrological expert, applying her 
or his knowledge, does not even wonder that aspects between such im- 
material points and material astronomical bodies are effective. 

Thus, it seems paradoxical and inconsistent that the points of intersec- 
tion of the ecliptic and the orbits of the planets, the geocentric nodes, 
were not taken into account in astrology. This is why I presented a 
groundbreaking paper, The Importance of Geocentric Planetary Nodes at 
a 1965 conference in Aalen, Germany, (Landscheidt, 1966). When I pre- 
sented a workshop at the 1971 International Astrological Congress in 
Aalen, I again spread the news about geocentric planetary nodes. Dr. 
Zipporah Dobyns, who was present, was in resonance with the message. 
In 1972, she published her Node Book with ephemerides covering the 
years 1971 to 1974, computed by Mark Pottenger. My own computer 
program, which has been available to the public for decades, covers the 
period 1600 to 2100. 

The celestial positions of the heliocentric nodes show a rather slow 
progress, between 15” for K and 42’ for B over fifty years, see Table 1. 
The geocentric nodes are much more dynamic. They are linked to the 
yearly rhythm of the Earth’s course around the ©. The nodes of the infe- 
rior planets ¥ and 9, scen from the earth, complete the circle of the eclip- 
tic within a year. #’s node reaches a daily motion of 1.5’, and 9’s node is 
nearly as fast. The geocentric nodes of the superior planets, o to P, 
oscillate around the position of the respective heliocentric node. The 


(ON 
) 


j This article previously appeared in Considerations X: 4, October-December 
1995, an issue that is now out of print. 
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range of this swing depends on the distance of the particular planet. “The 
annual range of each planet’s geocentric ascending node is listed in the 
third column of Table 1. 


Table 1: Movement of Planetary Nodes 
Advance of the 
Planet | heliocentric Annual range 
planetary of the 
nodes over 50 geocentric planetary nodes 
years 
g +36’ complete 360° | complete 360° 
g +38° complete 360° | complete 360° 
of +24’ PT-2S 8° = - 29° % 
#31" 29° -21°S | 29°X-21°6 
4 +26’ 17°-29° & 17°-29° 6 
#15’ 10°- 16° I 10°- 16° # 
+ 33° 9°— 13°02 9° — 13° ww 
B +42’ 18°-21°S 18°-21° 6 


In contrast to the )’s nodes, the descending planetary nodes are not 
located at the opposition point to the ascending nodes. They form differ- 
ent angles as they are seen in different perspective from the earth revolv- 
ing around the ©. The descending nodes of $ and 9, too, cover the whole 
circle of the ecliptic. They can reach any angular separation from the re- 
spective ascending node, including a conjunction. The descending nodes 
of the superior planets are only to be found at an angle of 180° from the 
respective ascending nodes when the Earth, © and node are in line. In all 
other cases, the angular separation differs from 180°. The ranges the de- 
scending nodes cover in their oscillation about the descending heliocen- 
tric node are listed above in the right-hand column of Table 1. Imagine 
what we get in positive and negative respects, four times a year, via tran- 
sits of %’s or K’s nodes if our Ascendant or Mid-heaven lies just in the 
range of oscillation of these nodes. 


J} HE )’s nodes and their interpretations are only a special case. 
WZ General interpretational analogies of the geocentric nodes may 

(AY be derived from the cosmic phenomenon that the orbital planes 
= ) of two cosmic bodies intersect each other. In astrology this is a 
legitimate analogy operation. 

It yields the interpretational principles: intersection, interface, inter- 
change, junction, contact; connection; union, nexus, convergence, coa- 
lescence. 
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In psychological terminology, we get: meeting, relation, connected- 
ness. 

Biological terms that reflect the nodal phenomenon are cell fusion, 
sense organ, synapse. 

As to practical realizations, we may think of society, club, confer- 
ence, association, cooperation, traffic-junction, crossroads, network, 
switch aggregates, social contact, union with a partner. 

It is easy to see that the nodes cover just that wide field of human re- 
lations that generates problems astrologers meet with in their consulta- 
tions. She or he who does not take into account the planetary nodes does 
not take advantage of this special information that amounts to about 40% 
of the total information embodied in a horoscope. 

This implication is highlighted in detail when we look at the 
interpretation of the special nodes. They emerge when we combine the 
general interpretational principles of nodes with the well-known 
principles of the planets: 


% Nodes: 


Network, symbiosis; association; purposeful union. 


Nerve tissue; nerve axons; impulse conveyed by nervous 


system. 


Psychology, | Association of ideas; intellectual community; formal rela- 
sociology, & | tion; verbal exchange; dialogue; brain trust; pooling 
technology: | agreement; economic cooperation; contract; correspon- 
dence; marriage of convenience; youth group; mathe- 
matical matrix; computer interface. 


2 Nodes: 


Sensual contact; copulation; amalgamation 
Conception; maintenance of organic balance by interac- 
tion of hormones. 

Psychology, | Emotional connection: love union; sexual act; erotic- 
sociology, aesthetic tie; artistic cooperation; social bond, settle- 
&technol- | ment of differences; harmonic union; coalescence of 
ogy: form elements; engagement; marriage; group of danc- 
ers; ensemble of actors; art union; cultural exchange. 
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o Nodes: 

Principles: Power transmission; joint activity; conflict. 

Biology: Copulation; transfer of energy; interplay of muscles. 

Psychology, Cooperation; joint fight; concerted undertaking; team 

sociology, & work; controversy; panic action; sports meeting; team 

technology: of surgeon; military units; war alliance; battle; net- 
work for transmission of energy; short-circuit; con- 
duction of heat; heat exchange; interaction of forces. 
4 Nodes: 

Principles: Organic compound; organic interaction; productive 
cooperation. 

Biology: Healing tissue; transplantation of an organ; organic 
macromolecules; blood transfusion; metabolic proc- 
ess; arteries and veins. 

Psychology, Joint happiness; creative collaboration; positive social 

sociology, & contact; religious group; legal or moral bond; joint 

technology: development; blood brotherhood; community; frater- 
nity; religious order; guild; syndicate; state; parlia- 
mentary group, political party; trade union; agree- 
ment; contract; treaty; lawsuit; bank connection. 
+ Nodes: 

Principles: Rigid connection; permanent union; cohesion of 
structures. — 

Biology: Joints; wrists; ankles; sinews; connective tissue. 

Psychology, Exchange of experience; stable partnership; re- 

sociology, & | strained or interrupted relationship; separation; par- 

technology: tition; chronological or historical connection; trans- 


gression of thresholds; community of seniors; line of 
ancestors; genealogical tree; historical, philosophical 
or scientific societies; chain of cause and effect; anor- 
ganic molecules; striking the ground after fall; 
cement. 
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XK Nodes: 


Principles: 


Creative union; cyclic nexus; circulation. 


Biology: 


Stimulating sensual contact; oscillations of cell aggre- 
gates; irritation of nervous system; orgasm. 


Psychology, 
sociology, & 
technology: 


Sudden acquaintanceship; eccentric liaison; new part- 
ner; psychic resonance; grasp a connection intui- 
tively; stimulating companion; excited family, techno- 
logical team-work; revolutionary community; clash; 
vehement controversy; union of revolters; team of 
technicians; astrological association; orchestra; sym- 
phony; electromagnetic interaction; electric power 
line; resonance of oscillators; wireless transmission; 
television network; telecast interview; sudden inci- 
dents in community life. 


¥ Nodes: 


| Principles: 


Immaterial connection; freedom of association; pla- 
tonic relationship. 


Biology: 


Mental disorder; psychotic disorganization; contact 
with allergens; dissolution of cellular tissue; assimi- 
late homeopathic doses of medicine or poison. 


Psychology, 
sociology, & 
technology: 


Subtle perception; supra-sensuous contact; platonic 
love; ethereal union; subconscious bond; dream as- 
sociations; mystical union; samdhi; fraternization of 
mankind; homosexual relationship; secret criminal 
organizations; community with sick or drug addicted 
persons; circle of occultists; sectarian community; 
idealistic communism; dissolution of ties; mixture of 
colors; traffic jam. 


B Nodes: 


Principles: 


Exchange of vital information; nuclear fusion; exis- 
tential connection. 


Biology: 


Information conveyed by regulation centers; karyog- 
amy; schizophrenia. 


Psychology, 
sociology, & 
technology: 


Fateful relationship; karmic link; exert pressure on a 
partner; meeting one’s inner life center (Self); “loss 
of soul”; mass meeting; nuclear fusion; nuclear fis- 
sion; political influence exerted by mass media; inter- 
action of nuclear force; wield demagogic oratory 


power. 
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D Nodes: 
More special interpretative analogies had to be assigned to these nodes 
than the hitherto usual symbolical correspondences. 


Principles: Subconscious connection; instinctive association; re- 
lation subjected to change; contacts with the female 
sex. 

Biology: Exchange of fluid; sweating; sweat duct; beginning 


and ending of menstruation; penetration of spermato- 
zoon into egg; delivery; cutting of umbilical cord. 


Psychology, Psychic bond; community with women or children; 
sociology, & kinship; family contact: mother fixation; emotional 
technology: relationship; conjugal union; public relations; marry 


and settle down; national community; feminist group; 
children in class, 


It should be noted that such interpretations that accentuate special quali- 
ties represented by terms like link, connection, association, union, junc- 
tion, etc., could not be derived from the planets alone. 


reat HE VERNAL and autumnal points are nodes where the ©’s 

j SZ apparent path and the Earth’s equator cross. They unite two dif- 
ON ferent motions: the Earth’s rotation on its axis — expression of 
2 its individuality and independence — and its revolution around 
the © —manifestation of its social role in the solar system. This is why 
the vernal equinox, the T point, is sensitive to aspects. Symmetry is one 
of the fundamental principles in the universe. It points to another node, 
involving the ©: the intersection of the plane of the ©’s equator and the 
ecliptic. In 1969, when I first called attention to this intersection, I 
termed it ©’s node. It is as important as the T point. We obtain the eclip- 
tical longitude of the ascending ©’s node from the following formula: 


©’s ascending node = 73.66670 + [(Year - 1850) x 0.01396] 
For the beginning of the year 1950 we get 75.0627°, or 15° 04’ II. 
In the year 2000 the ecliptic position was 75.76°, or 15° 46” II. 
In contrast to the geocentric planetary nodes, the ©’s descending 
node is always opposite the ascending node. If you wonder why I was 


attracted by the ©’s node, it is conjunct my Midheaven. Here are some 
examples of interpretational correspondences: 
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Sun’s Nodes: 


Principles: Integrating associations; intellectual relationship; con- 
tact with the male sex. 
Biology: Connection between central, peripheral, and autonomic 


nervous system: relation between cerebrum, cerebel- 
lum, and brain stein: biophysical exchange of energy: 
blood circulation: biofeedback. 

Psychology, | Relationship with a man, the husband, the father, the 
sociology, & | brother, or an authority: radiating personality, strive: 
technology: | jointly for common objects: transfer of energy; hierar- 
chically organized community; federation of states; 
coalition of countries; tap sources of energy; form a 
brotherhood; enter a religious order as a monk. 


These are only some examples of a wealth of interpretations that 
emerge when we combine the general principles of nodes and those of 
the different celestial bodies. Yet, the reader is now in a position to imag- 
ine what it means when %’s node is conjunct the Descendant, or when 
the o* node forms a conjunction with ? in an individual’s horoscope. As 
human relations are very important for the development of personality, 
the special quality of these relations, indicated by the different geocentric 
nodes, should not be neglected in judging a nativity, especially in sy- 
nastry. 

I have been testing the geocentric nodes and their interpretations since 
the early sixties, and 1 am convinced that we can rely on the information 
they convey. As to aspects with other factors in the chart, conjunctions, 
oppositions and squares are clearly dominant. Therefore, it is not difficult 
to find these nodal aspects. Usually, there are only a few contacts, but 
they often change the global picture decisively. As yet, | have been un- 
able to observe a difference in interpretation between ascending and de- 
scending nodes. 


HE following examples are not intended as evidence, instead 
they show what we get when we include the geocentric nodes in 
our work. Figure | shows Michel Gauquelin’s chart. 
The most important configuration is 4 othe Midheaven, ° 3. 
The rest are trines: ¥ A MC and 4 4, ASC 4 4, © aP, and ) 4 X. There 
is not a single square formed by the planets, Ascendant or Midheaven. 
With respect to these positive aspects, one would not think that Michel 
Gauquelin died by suicide. Yet look at the nodes: ¥’s Q is conjunct the 
Ascendant and o”’s Q forms a square with this conjunction. According to 
Ebertin’s Combination of Stellar Influences, this may point to ‘self- 
destroying forces.” In addition, P’s U and %’s 8, which are conjunct, are 
& P. Ebertin’s interpretation includes “self-destructing energy.” And 
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there is a conjunction of o's 0 and the ©, which also explains why Mi- 
chel Gauquelin had to fight as long as he lived. These nodal constella- 
tions are accentuated by golden aspects of 132°30’: ASC-K (exact to 
41°), O-X (exact to 1’), as well as O-o (exact to 28”). 


Figure 1: Psychologist Michel Gauquelin 
22:15 UT November 13, 1928 
Paris, France: 48N51, 2E20 


Geocentric planetary nodes 
in Michel Gauquelin’s horoscope 


Planet 2 o 

[o) 14°46 1 14°46" 7 

» o° 49° TT 0° 49° 4 

g 23° 06’ TL 20°07’ Ml, x O 
g 9° 20’ = 1°45’ 

gs 14° 09° B, OAs 19°54" Tl, ° O 
4 19°02’ & 2°32°6 

7] 28° 50° & 18° 18° 6, 0B 
x 14°47 II 12° 33? % 

¥ 12° 52’ Q, o As 9° 10° 

B 20°31°S 17°56’ 6, ¢PB 
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When Michel Gauquelin died on May 20, 1991, %’s transiting Q was 
conjunct the natal P, and o’s transiting 0 had reached the opposition to 
the natal MC (132° 50” from natal 4). With transits, also conjunctions, 


oppositions and squares are predominant. 
WwW 
Ny 4 junct the ©, and the Moon applied to a conjunction with 4. 
G 419 This is certainly no proper indication of what happened. There 
Se) was a square between * and P, but this was a separating aspect 
that came closest to its exactness in July 1939. The disastrous quality of 
the time is properly reflected only when the nodes come in. The )’s Q 
formed an exact square with P and also opposed %. According to Ebertin, 
this indicates “application of force, misery of the masses, and common 
suffering.” In addition, o* was opposing the Q’s of and P. And the o”’s 
Q squared the ), while K’s 8 formed a square with the ©, a configuration 
that symbolizes fighting people and states that apply violence. 

At the beginning of operation Desert Storm on January 16, 1991, 
there was only one impressive configuration formed by planets: the con- 
junction of © and ». This aspect is linked to problems and difficulties, 
but not to fighting. Yet o’s Q squaring f is a configuration that points to 
the use of force. The severe conflict between peoples and states is ex- 
pressed by the fourfold conjunction of the )’s Q, ’s , the ©, and . 


P HEN World War II began on September 1, 1939, 2 was con- 


¥ HEN we look at the planets in the horoscope presented in Fig- 
ure 2, there are three outstanding conjunctions that point to a 
(RF positive disposition: 

we) )v Y— ‘kindness, good heart, religiosity, readiness to help 
others’. $0 © « Descendant — “common sense, power of thought, circum- 
spection and prudence, cultivates the exchange of ideas’. ? ¢ o’ — ‘the impulse 
to love, a warm heart, creativity in the arts, sensitiveness" 

All of the quoted interpretations are from Ebertin’s Combination of 
Stellar Influences. There is also a conjunction of ¥ and PB that could be 
linked to negative interpretations. Yet it is not individual; the native 
shares this wide conjunction of these slowly moving planets with many 
other persons. { near the Ascendant could be critical, but its position is 
in +, the Sign of harmony, peace and diplomacy. Finally, there is a 
square between of and ». Yet o is ¢ Y and forms a trine and a sextile 
with the )’s nodes. Does this chart properly reflect the dictator Hitler’s 
personality? 

The geocentric nodes set the picture right. The )’s Q forms a triple 
conjunction with the Q’s of » and P, and this is squared by K. » opposes 
’s Q and squares both o” and the o* , thus changing completely the na- 
ture of the 2 o do. This configuration is accentuated by the 68.8° angle 
between % and PB, which is an exact golden aspect (Ebertin: ‘coldheart- 
edness, tendency to violence, fanatical adherence to one’s principles’). 
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Last, but not least, ’s U is conjunct the Midheaven. In all cases pre- 
sented here, the orb of the nodal constellation is small: within 2°. At the 
time of Hitler’s suicide (April 30, 1945), os transiting Q squared natal 
*, and %’s transiting Q was conjunct the natal )’s Q and close to the 
square with the natal . 


Figure 2: Dictator Adolf Hitler 
17:31 UT, 20 April 1889 
Braunau-am-Inn, Austria: 48N15, 13E03 


Geocentric planetary nodes in 
Adolf Hitler’s horoscope 


Planet Q | Oo 
[o) 14° 13° 14°13? 4 
») 16°04 B,c>Q¢PQ | 16°04 
3 4°39 8 18°21’ T 
g 19° 21° 14° 357 H 
g 11°28 30% 16° 16" 
7 29° 45° IT 20°17 6 
% 16°31° Sok 28° 26° , o Mc 
x 11° 29° I 15%:33? 2 
¥ 8° 40° Q 12° 26? sw, & 
e 17°26’ GS, ok | 20° 29° 
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Figure 3: President John F. Kennedy 
20:05 UT, 29 May 1917 
Brookline, MA: 42N20, 71W07 


Geocentric planetary nodes in JFK’s horoscope 


Planet’ 8 Oo 
[0) 14°36’ I 14°36 % 
> 12° 29° 6 12° 29° & 
g 3°02° I 22° 52’ II 
g fie12*1C 18° 44° 8 
J | 26°377B,0X | 19°48" a, 0 As 
4 434° S 16° 38° 
% 18° 44° G, GAs | 27°21° 6, °% 
aK TaPaz* IL 13°53" 
¥ 9° 11° Q 12° 37° x 
B. 18° 16° G 20° 21’ 6, OAs 


Figure 3 presents the well-known chart of President John F, Kennedy. 
The conjunction of % with the MC is no direct indication that President 
Kennedy would be shot to death. Yet there is an indicative connection 
with o’ and K formed by golden aspects. o and X are closely linked by 
the 85° golden aspect (exact to 18°) and ¢” is exactly connected with » by 
the 68.8° aspect (Ebertin: “sudden accident, heavy injury, case of death’). 
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These configurations are accentuated by links with geocentric nodes: the 
o& Q squares X, and *’s & is opposed to 4 and the MC. Characteristi- 
cally, the Ascendant shows as much as three typical nodal connections: it 
is squared by 4’s Q, &’s B forms a conjunction, and B’s & squares it. 
When John F. Kennedy was killed on November 22, 1963, the transiting 
o&’s Q was conjunct the natal MC, while the transiting o”’s 0 was con- 
junct the natal ©. In addition, the transiting 4’s 6 was opposed to natal 
P, which is connected to natal & by a semisquare. 


HERE are many other examples: 
When the atomic bomb exploded over Hiroshima, not only 
was Xo the Midheaven, but so too were the Qs of o and XK. 
Dane Rudhyar had a conjunction of the Qs of the © and )k at 
the Descendant. 

Teilhard de Chardin’s ) was conjunct the Qs of the © and Xt. 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s Midheaven was conjunct Ks Q. 

In Johann Sebastian Bach’s chart the { Q was ¢ 9. 

When the first man set foot on the Moon, this coincided with a four- 
fold conjunction of $ with its own Q and with the Q’s of 2 and 4. ? 

A special feature of geocentric nodes is that they indicate crucial days 
in the course of the year. I mentioned earlier that the heliocentric nodes 
progress very slowly. Consequently, the geocentric nodes, linked as they 
are to the Earth’s course around the ©, reach nearly the same position a 
year or even some years later. If there is a special configuration formed 
with radix positions, it will recur about the same calendar date. This is 
especially true for the birthday. So there is more to the birthday than the 
Solar Return. If you know the trend released by special nodal transits, 
you can make plans for the year. I myself make good use of the align- 
ment of ¥’s node, J¥’s node and the 2 node in mid-January and July to 
get ahead in my work. Yet there are also negative examples: on January 
28, 1986 seven U.S. astronauts were killed when the space shuttle Chal- 
lenger exploded on take-off at Cape Canav- 
eral. On January 27, 1967 a similar accident 
had occurred that killed three astronauts. In 
both of these cases o”’s 2, X's Q and the ©’s 
QQ formed a triple conjunction that was re- 
lated to critical configurations in the respec- 
tive charts. 


* Interested readers may delve into such connections on their own. I wrote an 
IBM-compatible program that calculates the ecliptic positions of the geocentric 
nodes and the ascending ©’s node for the period 1600 to 2100. It also gives de- 
tailed interpretations and comprehensive information how to work with nodes. 
The low-priced program is available directly from me (11227 Cabot Trail, Belle 
Cote, NS. BOE 1C0; Canada). 
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Geocentric planetary nodes may also be used as significators and 
promittors with primary directions. Yet delving into this topic would go 
beyond the introductory level of this paper. I hope that the reader now 
has the impression that it is worthwhile to make use of the geocentric 
planetary nodes; they offer special information about interrelations that 
may change the global picture considerably, especially in synastry. 
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The Raptures of Chauncey Gardner 


DOUG SMITH 


A review On 


The Aquarian Symbols: The 360 Degrees of the Zodiac 
by Carolyn Joyce and Stephen Morrissey 
Vancouver/Montreal: Coracle Press, 2000 


Some plants do well in the sun and others do better in the shade 
Chauncey Gardener, Being There 


A rock rolls down the hill and lands in the water 
Joyce and Morrissey, The Aquarian Symbols 


With every Presidential election there is renewed debate 
as to whether Chauncey Gardener, Peter Sellers’ character 
(0) (0) in Being There, was a wise man or possibly even a saint. 
Ridden with cliché, mimicry and ellipsis, the very flatness 
of Chauncey’s discourse seemed to embody knowledge 
that was at once self-evident yet also enigmatic, its inner 
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message hovering just beyond reach. So empty of meaning were his utter- 
ances, that they sucked interpretations from the minds of his admirers like a 
relentless vacuum pump. 

Periodically in the field of astrology a similar phenomenon takes place 
whenever someone publishes a set of symbols corresponding to each of the 
360 degrees of the Zodiac. Reaching back to Albumasar and Ibn Ezra in the 
ninth century AD, the tradition has been sustained in modern times through 
publications by Charubel/Sepharial, I. Kozminsky, M. E. Jones, D. 
Rudhyar, E.C, Matthews, D.W. Henson, H. Hanson, et al. A recent addition 
to this literature is The Aquarian Symbols: The 360 Degrees of the Zodiac, 
by Carolyn Joyce and Stephen Morrissey, late of Montréal, Québec. Their 
volume is graced with an Introduction by Axel Harvey, which is erudite and 
informative, as one would only expect. 

Chauncey Gardener casts a large shadow over the entire effort at degree 
symbolization, and this is no less the case with Joyce and Morrissey’s con- 
tribution than it was with the early Theban Calendar of Ibn Ezra. The prob- 
lem consists, for one thing, in the attempt to condense a multitude of mean- 
ings into a single emblematic figure. Subsidiary problems arise when the 
author or publisher seeks to represent that symbolization as the result of an 
artless transmission, a “channeling,” rather than as a truncated form of po- 
etry. Various rhetorical devices are then employed to mystify the text, ren- 
dering it portentous. But here the parallel with Being There fails, for 
Chauncey Gardener never tried to inflate his own works, meager as they 
were. Truly artless, for this blessed dunce the thought would never occur. 


Bos \ fi Why do these channelers disparage waking con- 
SK sciousness as a maze of filtrations and projections? 
™ Why do they yearn to transcend the sensate mind, 
O© when it is ordinary things which so enchant them in the 
par end: airplanes, school buses, mannequins and gazebos? 
All praise to Martha Lang-Westcott, who proclaims 
boldly in the introductory paragraph to her mag- 
nificently solipsistic asteroid book, The Oracles of Light: 
The following explanation is a fiction. I could try, I suppose, to 
step [sic] erudite and term it a theory or a paradigm, moving 
sofily into the shadow of some nice obtuse, intellectual wool, 
but the truth is: I made it up. Like most of the work of mind, it's 
an invention, an attempt to formulate a graphic representation 
of observations of effect. 

She made it up! She said so in print! No spectre whispered words in her 
ear. Happily embodied, she alone is prepared to take ownership for that 
which appears on the page. This is no less the position of a poet, who bears 
witness to alien couplings of energy and sound, yet reserves the right to ex- 
ercise craftsmanship in making the pulse more subtle and the language more 
distinct. With due homage to the Muse, it is the poet herself who draws 
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upon her human qualities in bringing nature to utmost perfection. It is no act 
of arrogance for her to treat revelation as a triumph of the will. 


Overheard at the cosmic academy, this dialogue 
between mentor and pupil occurred whilst impatient 
clients were fainting from sunstroke in the courtyard. 

Having failed miserably as a channeler, our pupil is 
determined to master zodiacal degree symbolism 
mechanically, as a literary genre having its own 
unwritten rules and canons of taste. His mentor has just 
informed him that, to seem authentic, degree symbols must be stark and un- 
complicated. The fundamental test is whether an image could be graven like 
an emblem on a 17""-century wood-block. 

Sluggish by nature, the pupil asks his mentor to comment on a degree 
symbol which he concocted with dogged workmanship: Two crows are in 
the field. Corn is being stealed. 

“The two crows part is good,” his mentor replies. “There are crows 
enough for a whole flock in our emblem books. Unfortunately ‘field’ and 
‘stealed’ rhyme, which points to human intervention, some poetic shaping. 
This spoils the impression that yours is a message from Beyond.” 

“But Nostradamus himself wrote in rhyming quatrains!” 

“I know it sounds crazy,” his mentor replied, “but prophetic utterances 
comprise an entirely different literary genre.” 

“Understanding that a degree symbol must be condensed, easily visual- 
ized and unrhymed, will this pass muster? /t is the bottom of the ninth and 
Junior Johnson is up to bat.” 

“While your image does have a decided pedestrian quality, Junior John- 
son has got to go. When working at the archetypal level, we must avoid 
mentioning specific individuals or places.” 

“Well, then, how’s this? It is the bottom of the ninth and the freckled kid 
is up to bat.” 

“Better, but you have to avoid a whole semantic domain where the likes 
of Michael Maier and Robert Fludd would not dare to tread. We shudder at 
the very name of Norman Rockwell, but you must learn not to generate im- 
ages larded with nostalgia, sentimentality, or, worst of all, humour. 

“A rosebud is lying on the red sleigh. Now that’s succinct. It has no 
rhyme or rhythm that might betray poetic intervention. Also, there is no 
personal referent or sentimentality. Will it do?” 

“You’d better wait a few more years, until no-one’s left who remembers 
Citizen Caine.” 

Eager to produce his own set of degree symbols, the pupil proposes that 
for zero degrees Aries he fashion something splashy, such as An interconti- 
nental ballistic missile burns up in the atmosphere. 

“Sorry,” his mentor replied, “but Kozminsky got there first with his 4 
ball of fire bursting across a rainbow. Among degree symbolizers there a 
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stringent rule, amounting to copyright privilege, never to fashion zodiacal 
images that even faintly resemble those published by someone else.” 

“But I thought that archetypes were timeless by nature. Surely, by fol- 
lowing all these rules the zodiacal symbolizers will converge on the same 
fundamental picture?” 

“Maybe we'll talk about the Great Cycle and the evil siderealists another 
time. For the moment there’s one further thing you have to remember. No 
matter how exhausted you may be at the end of the day, always shred the 
contents of your wastepaper basket before going to bed. Nothing will de- 
stroy the spell faster than having your draft copy go public, with its sloppy 
punctuation, infelicitous phrasing, and—horror of horrors—key words 
crossed out: sunsets turned to sunrise, frisbees becoming comets in mid-air, 
vultures superimposed on pigeons—excuse me, doves.” 


For a poet it must be a bitter pill to swallow, giving utter- 

ance to these little squibs, these degree symbols, without 

having the opportunity to elaborate upon them, without 

subjecting them to the kind of revision that adds further 

layers of meaning and coloration. Does it help to have 

them go out the back door wrapped in fortune cookie dough? 

There are some who think the deity is a dilettante who 

pens a few slack lines, sips some sherry, then ambles off to the conservatory 

to sniff the orchids. If that is so, then the genre of degree symbolization ac- 
cords well with the general state of things. 

On the other hand, bluntly, it may be construed as an act of hostile en- 
ticement for the poet-cum-channeler to proffer images that seem to unfold 
in a meaningful sequence, involving inversion and opposition; but then ca- 
priciously to introduce other elements, which cannot be linked, except 
through fanciful ad hoc interpretations. For example, in Joyce/Morrissey’s 
The Aquarian Symbols the degrees of Taurus 8 and 10 seem linked, the first 
two having to do with airplanes, the second with prehistoric birds. But by 
Taurus 12 the theme comes right down to earth with, Three or four people 
are looking at rocks on the ground that are glowing. By Taurus 22 another 
airplane is seen, one that crosses the sky seeding clouds so that will be rain. 
But it too promptly vanishes, only to reappear in Gemini 1, Many people 
are on the beach watching an airplane that is in difficulty. 

Gemini 11, Dozens of people who work in a mine are trying to escape it 
by a single ladder that reaches up to the surface from below ground, offers 
an intriguing variation on Gemini 9, At the dry bottom of a well, you look 
up and see two people looking down at you, lowering a bucket. Later, at 
Gemini 16 there is a seeming inversion along the vertical dimension, with 
firefighters being called to rescue the child who is walking on the roof; but 
the child is a show-off and doesn’t want to come down. Gemini 18, A girl 
bends over a stream to drink water and, instead, stares at her own face, sus- 
tains the downward-looking perspective. But then the stream suddenly gets 


50 


Considerations XVI: 2 


diverted; and with no further symbolic development, one must conclude that 
any relationship between these four degrees is pure happenstance. 

Just in case this thematic patchiness, so frustrating to a serious reader, is 
rooted in unperceived hostility, which the writer’s craft would normally 
bring to light, we shall return the favour right here and now. Taking 
Joyce/Morrissey’s Aries degree set, let us interpret it as disclosing, not so 
much the inner structure of the universe, as a rather severe pyschiatric cri- 
sis: 

Whatever induced him to stoop to the level ofa tabula rasa, imagine our 
poet feeling an upsurge of pique in propounding his image for Aries 1, A 
wind blows into a house though an open window, scattering all the papers 
on the desk onto the floor. Two degrees later, at Aries 3 his wish to scat the 
whole project seems to have only slightly abated: Somebody has moved the 
books in your private library and rearranged them on shelves so they are 
now disorganized. Increasingly resigned to his circumstances, by Aries 16 
he merely notes that, New furniture is arriving at the house but not every- 
body likes it. Episodes of irreality (Aries 17) and hallucination (Aries20) 
follow. Out of touch by now with his own self-protective mockery, at Aries 
24 he imagines Af the same time every day a crow sits outside your window. 
Here there is a double displacement, the crow representing the split-off part 
of the psyche, the window, an avenue of escape not even his own. Thank- 
fully, three degrees later his disaffection begins turning rebellious: The 
house is for sale but the occupants are still undecided if they really want to 
leave. At might be expected, an outburst of infantile rage ensues, at Aries 
28, People are eating in a restaurant in Japan, having no thought or idea of 
anything about you. But once having made the decision to move, his re- 
sentment on the whole starts dwindling away, just as, at Aries 29, a snake 
disappears into the long grass as people approach on the road. The matter 
finally resolved, by the last degree of Aries he pictures a visit (travelers on 
camel) to the house (pyramid) abandoned (deserted) by the channeler 
(Egyptians) at a psychologically safe point in time past (tvo years ago). 


Meanwhile, across town at the opera house, a spectacular 

ae new production of Philip Glasses’ Einstein on the Beach 

© is wending its way through the culminating scene. Two 

‘+S lovers are sitting on a park bench. With the full orchestra 

moving through a simple swelling chord progression, the 

Bus Driver declaims in sprechstimme that with the night 

upon us, “we have need of a soothing story to banish the 

disturbing thoughts of the day, to set at rest our troubled minds, and put at 

ease our ruffled spirits. And what sort of story shall we hear? Ah, it will be 

a familiar story, a story that is so very, very old, and yet it is so new. It is 
the old, old story of love.” 

On the bench, the woman, who goes unnamed, asks John if he loves her, 

and John replies that he loves her more than tongue can tell. “You are the 
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light of my life, my sun, moon and stars. You are my everything. Without 
you I have no reason for being.” 

After a moment’s silence she asks him how much he loves her, and he 
tells her that his love for her is higher than the heavens, deeper than Hades, 
and broader than the earth. 

A further silence. Then, “once more her voice was heard. Kiss me, 
John,’ she implored. And leaning over, he pressed his lips warmly to hers in 
fervent osculation...” 

As the curtain falls and the final vindicating major chord dies away, the 
audience remains transfixed, stunned, that final scene in its pat banality ele- 
vating one and all to a seraphic plane not far removed from the primal pulp 
world of Archie and Veronica. 


With so much time on her hands, Joan, the unemployed 

semiotician has gone a long way towards discarding the fi- 

brous husk of discourse, in order to reveal the smooth kernel 

of structure hidden deep beneath the surface. A friend 

loaned her The Aquarian Symbols by Joyce and Morrissey, 

and with typical zeal Joan immediately went to work on it 
using a basic set of operators, where: 


+ = aggregation, as in “The apple is on the table;” 
x = interaction, as in “Johnny eats the apple;” 
[..] = attribution, as in “The red apple.” 


By means ofa randomizing protocol Joan drew a 10% sample of degree 
symbols from the work of Joyce and Morrissey, comparing these with an 
identical sample from the work of Kominsky, in order to derive a measure 
of relative syntactic complexity, her argument being that revelatory lan- 
guage should be no more or less complex than the cosmos itself; and thus if 
both works (and by extension all other degree books) are at variance in this 
regard, then at least one of them must be informed by subjective processes. 

We eagerly await the results of Joan’s investigations. 


At the State University the computers are whir- 

Mee ring. Another book of degree symbols—that by 
ANS (0°) Carolyn Joyce, M.A. and Stephen Morrissey, 
a M.A.—is being subjected to a rigorous statisti- 
cal analysis. In his original funding proposal, 

entitled Creation versus Transmission: the 

Case of Degree Symbolism, Dr. Watson, the professor in charge of the pro- 
ject, had argued that if a set of degree symbols truly forms an astrological 
mandala without subjective infiltrations, then in terms of its discrete im- 
agery one would expect to find roughly an even balance between masculine 
and feminine referents; an even distribution amongst the four elements; and 
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some equivalency between night and dark. If, however, it turned out that 
there was a preponderance, say, of mountain imagery over that pertaining to 
the sea; if women outnumbered men by a significant factor; if the moon 
reigned more than the sun shone—then we would have to conclude that this 
essentially was the work of a conditioned human being subject to all the 
imbalances peculiar to that fleshy estate. 

To determine if there was indeed some such imbalance in the text, Dr. 
Watson chose to focus upon the ever-sensitive issue of gender portrayal. 
Keeping to the conservative side, where Tibetan monks, surgeons, hermits, 
prostitutes and firefighters are all scored as “not applicable,” the Professor 
tabulated the gender distribution of Joyce/Morissey’s degree imagery as 
follows: 


= 


Gender N % 
Female 
Male 
Couples 
N/A 
Total 


In Joyce and Morrissey’s degree symbolism males thus outnumber fe- 
males by a ratio of two to one. But apart from this numerical imbalance, 
women also suffer a disadvantage in terms of the roles—or rather lack of 
roles—they are pictured as playing. In these degree symbols they are mostly 
caught up in vain, if not narcissistic endeavours: gazing in the mirror, mani- 
curing their nails, staring at their own reflection in the water, flirting, mod- 
eling, day-dreaming, sun-bathing, seeking worthless medical opinion, stroll- 
ing in the park. Of the nineteen symbols apportioned to women, six affirm 
their traditional roles as housewife, mother, and neighbourly healer; not 
even one acknowledges women’s advancement in the trades and the profes- 
sions. Rosie the riveter is being kept in the back of the shop. 

Marriage, or at least couple-formation, will usually, but not always, set 
matters aright. Accompanied by “a feeling of great harmony” (Leo 2), mar- 
riage brings domestic bliss, meals on the town, good sex, shared contempla- 
tion and stimulating discussions. On the other hand, the household, as a ha- 
ven in a heartless world, is occasionally threatened by kidnappers, and one 
couple find themselves disconcertingly locked out of their antique car. 
Marital conflict, in one case hidden, in two others quite pubic, is alluded to, 
while for several old couples penury and the open road had become their lot 
in life. 

Judging from this corpus of imagery, it would seem that in the arche- 
typal world things have changed hardly at all since that mildly misogynist 
bachelor, Emanuel Swedenborg, visited the place three centuries ago. Per- 
haps events move faster here on earth than they do in heaven. 

The Professor hastened to add that the evidence of personal bias does not 
rule out the possibility that an author might also include one or more trans- 
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personal elements in the text. Left unsolved, however, is the problem as to 
how such symbols may in fact be evaluated; in other words, which of the set 
should be treated simply as a product of personal experience, as opposed to 
those which may be genuinely inspired. Especially in the case of degree 
symbolism, where there is no acknowledged aesthetic, the quality of the 
transmission may all that more uneven, with the ratio of signal to noise 
varying drastically from one degree to the next. 


With his slouch-brimmed hat and well-thumbed spi- 
ral notebook, it was obvious that Sam had spent his 
share of time on the night beat. “Suspicion,” he liked 
to say, was his middle name. 

In picking up The Aquarian Symbols from a pile 
of old mags at the station-house, he couldn’t fail to 
note that both authors proclaimed themselves as 

“M.A.s” M.A.’s in what? Sam asks himself. Business administration? Nu- 
clear physics? And why, he wonders, would the authors parade their post- 
graduate degrees, if it wasn’t to announce that they subscribed to the stan- 
dard academic canons of inquiry? Certainly Carolyn Joyce, a published 
poet, makes it very clear in the very first line of her Introduction that it is 
“important to accurately describe how the Aquarian Symbols came to exist.” 

“Came to exist?” Why not, “were created” Years on the night beat have 
made Sam very suspicious about people who deny authorship of their own 
deeds, who resort to the passive tense, just when things are getting interest- 
ing. The authors go on to claim that these symbols were not the product of 
creative writing, but were actually channeled back in August 1999, during 
the ten days before the solar eclipse. With Joyce as amanuensis and Stephen 
as channel, they worked away for two or three hours each day. It was quite 
exhausting for them. Here Sam, who never complained, beating away on the 
typewriter into the early hours, had to caution himself to keep an open 
mind. Maybe channeling was more draining than mere acts of creation. 

Brushing aside that split infinitive, “to accurately describe,” as poetic li- 
cense, Sam assumes that he will be provided with information enough to 
reconstruct the scene. Yet he is sorely disappointed. 

The authors begin their account in a state of high seriousness, standing 
before history like the parapsychologists at Duke University back in the 
1950s, defending the integrity of their vanguard research by virtue of its 
impeccable methodology. Sam reads the following very carefully: 

Stephen is not an astrologer. He did not know what sign or de- 
gree he was channeling. Stephen had no knowledge of what 
system I used to keep track of each Symbol as I recorded them. 
It was not possible that Stephen predetermined any sign, de- 
gree or order to what he channeled. 

Sam can hardly jot his queries down fast enough. What does “not being 
an astrologer” mean? Has this middle-aged channeler somehow stayed in- 
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nocent of Sun-sign stereotypes? Why are we not informed that channel and 
amanuensis are man and wife? How can they avoid the possibility that there 
might be just a hint of psychic contamination in their work together? What 
system is Carolyn referring to, other than a random one, which is no system 
at all? Yet why even bother randomizing the degrees if Stephen remains 
quite in the dark as to what he is doing? Was there a tight time limit be- 
tween her prompt and Stephen’s reply, so that he could not predetermine his 
answer? 

Sam just gave up. Obviously this is nothing but scientism, the effort to 
appear objective and methodical, when the facts of the case are possibly 
quite otherwise. 

The very next paragraph offers a further insult to our sleuth’s intelli- 
gence: 

It was not by conscious design that the Symbols offer the syn- 
chronicity they contain. There are two or three Symbols that 
describe in detail historical events that did happen soon after 
the Symbols were channeled. 

“Symbols” capitalized; “synchronicity” muddled; “historical events” un- 
specified: Sam puts the book down, already thoroughly exhausted by the 
time he reaches the bottom of page one. Maybe it gets better, he thinks, but 
with crooks to catch and I just can’t waste my time. 


7, Very much a member of the immanentist school, the 

7 noted theologian just shook his head at the chirpiness of 

these astrologers even to assume a distinction between 

poetry and revelation. That empty Islamic dilemma per- 

petuated in the work ofan Aquarian contemporary! With 

as above, so below as its slogan, does astrology as a 

knowledge system not obviate the folkish distinction between Being and 
Mind? 

Let sleeping prophets lie! he thundered, as if his study were a pulpit. 


Portentousness keeps a careful record of all the synchronicities linking a 
watch fob with the grandfather clock ticking in the parlour. 

Portentousness fashions oblongs from willowy pa- 
rabolas. It perceives kindly magi in the snow-fall. With 

< some strain it discerns an energy vortex where others 
see a mere flower. 

Portentousness has the feel of an old leather chair 
propped beneath a rumbling air-vent in the alleyway 
behind a gourmet restaurant. 

So states the The Decree Book, author anonymous. 
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Aquarians are known to break with pattern, 

PAASA even if only to make one of their very own a 

) moment later. How delightful it would be, 

PAAS ) | — should an aspiring degree symbolizer stop one 

image short of 360, at 359, declaring per- 

versely that as far as she is concerned, the job 

is over and done. Let someone else sweat over that last remaining degree, if 
indeed there be one. 

Theirs being a text in which the maverick tendency is largely sup- 
pressed, we will have to look elsewhere in Joyce/Morrissey for the Aquar- 
ian element. Without mounting a definitional exercise, surely with these 
“Aquarian Symbols” we would expect to encounter a bracing, cosmopolitan 
perspective, rid of eurocentrism and other late-Piscean baggage. This does 
not mean that Joyce/Morrissey need distribute their images equitably on a 
global basis, giving due recognition to each and every nationality, while 
adjusting for population density, current migration patterns, and so on. Such 
a fruitless task is best left to a committee of sworn enemies. 

Even though “Aquarian,” it is inevitable that the majority of these sym- 
bols will have a local referent, since it is with familiar things that we have 
the richest associations. However, it remains the case that for European 
peoples there also linger rich associations with objects and scenarios thrown 
up by the colonial past. If indeed the zeitgeist is with them, Joyce/Morissey 
will steer clear of this murky domain, which brings offense to the majority 
of the world’s peoples. 

With no less than ten degree symbols pertaining to airplanes or airports, 
and with another seven symbols involving ocean liners, Joyce/Morrissey 
seem alert to the modern-day opportunities for world travel. There is, never- 
theless, a decided eurocentric tinge about the places they name. For the con- 
tinent of Europe six countries are explicitly identified, along with two cities, 
Venice and Rome. For Asia, four countries are named, while for Africa, 
Oceania and America (meaning the indigenous cultures) only one country is 
named in each case. 


Continent N %. 
Africa 2 1 
America 3 1 
Asia 6 2 
Europe 10 3 
N/A 338 93 
Total 360 100 


Regarding Africa and Oceania there is, moreover, the question of 
agency, of the persons who actually figure centrally in the emblem. Oce- 
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ania, for instance, is invoked because Gauguin, the European, went there to 
paint. While Africa is accorded a single down-home image, African farmers 
are working on small plots of land near the grass huts in which they live, it 
is a party of travelers together with a paleontologist, presumably European, 
who occasion the other two symbols. India, likewise, is accorded a autoch- 
thonous image, A large family sits in their small home in India, eating and 
talking; yet it is tourists at the Taj Mahal who figure centrally in the second. 
Already mentioned above, a very odd image features People...eating ina 
restaurant in Japan, having no thought or idea of anything about you. What 
should be self-evident and unproblematic, a natural result of geographical 
separation, is here made into a symbol for estrangement and angst—at least 
for those postcolonialists who think they should still be the prime focus of 
interest, no matter where. Betcha if I threw a rock through the window, 
those foreign diners would pay me some heed: this would be a more dy- 
namic rendering of the same symbol. 

Although Chinatown is accorded two symbols, the nation of China itself 
receives but one, that being A small boat passes under the bridge where a 
group of Chinese people are standing and fishing. No doubt, somewhere in 
Montréal there’s a friendly Chinese restaurant with its wall-paper panorama 
of misty mountains, beared sages and sampans becalmed. A favourite haunt 
for hungry channelers, this restaurant, apart from the bridge scene, may 
even have served up the golden-coloured carp, mentioned in Scorpio 30 as 
swimming in the pond of a garden (albeit Japanese). 

Finally, amongst thoughtful persons it is considered at the very least off- 
putting to speak of “primitive culture” or “primitive masks,” as Joyce/ 
Morissey do in the symbols for Virgo 4 and Capricorn 27. Intended to in- 
spire nameless disquiet in the reader, these same objects continue to be 
honoured as complex representations in those places where they were fash- 
ioned. 

If our channelers did not entirely rise above stereotypy with regards to 
cultural matters, there is a further dimension of the Aquarian temperament 
by which their text might be assessed. This has to do with one’s attitude to 
humanity itself. In these times we are confronted by global forces which 
tend to massify individuals, reducing them to interchangeable work units 
and computerized ciphers. Such an effect can be achieved by stripping a 
character of all distinguishing attributes. In ordinary discourse this is 
brought about when we speak in the singular of “someone,” or in the plural 
of “people,” neither referent being further modified. 

In its own small way an innocent-seeming degree book can underwrite 
this bleak outcome by depersonalizing the characters who figure in its em- 
blems. If the appeal is to some transcendental plane beyond embodiment, 
where flesh does not obstruct the supernal light, on the mundane level the 
result can involve numbing or existential fright. Alternatively, as a correc- 
tive measure one can position the reader as an essential element of the sym- 
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bol, either in the role of a subjective witness or else as a direct participant in 
the action. 

Within the corpus of emblems which Joyce/Morrissey offer up there are 
twelve symbols which pertain purely to the natural world, devoid of human 
presence or intercession; and of these the most patently non-human is that 
of Taurus 10, It is 12 million years ago and strange prehistoric birds fly 
across a valley. In thirty-nine other symbols humanity is present only in 
terms of its works or artifacts, as in Libra 23, Winter comes suddenly, snow 
blowing onto the archeological ruins. Otherwise, in the remaining 309 
symbols, humans are present in some way. 

What most redeems their work in the widest view has to do with the fact 
that Joyce/Morrissey have incorporated human subjectivity in their symbols 
almost as often as they have depersonalized it. In the Table below those 
symbols which are fully depersonalized are termed Anonymous; those 
which have at least one distinguishing attribute are termed Personal; and 
those which invoke the reader’s own subjectivity are termed Subjective. 


Symbol | N % 
Anonymous 75 21 
Personal 167 46 
Subjective 68 =| 19 
Natural so. | 614 | 
Total | 360 100 


For simplicity’s sake, the category Natural includes both those symbols 
which are wholly non-human as well as those which incorporate human 
artifacts. The critical datum consists in the fact that Anonymous symbols 
exceed Subjective ones by only two percent. 

Inveigling a stranger to become engagé with a wood-block is no easy 
task, even for a poet. In order to bring about this strange melding, 
Joyce/Morrissey create incongruous scenarios in which, for instance, they 
impose their own similes on the hapless reader, as in Aries 4, The clouds 
that suddenly come over your head are like a giant bird's wing that is 
blocking off the sun. Or they offer beguiling fortune-telling inducements, as 
in Leo 23, The dark-looking person in the shadows who is coming toward 
you may have the answer to some question that is important to you. Or they 
cancel out knowledge which they have just provided, as in Scorpio 23, with 
its Yiddish locution: The couple that live in the house on the hillside, you 
wouldn't know the conflict they have as they leave for work. Or, teasingly in 
the zen-mode, the absence of a perceiver actually makes the scene more 
intimate, as in Libra 5, The moon rises from behind some trees but there is 
no one there to see it. Sometimes the subjective element is hardly more than 
a lame redundancy, as in Scorpio 15, Rays of sunlight penetrate a dense 
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rainforest; the sunlight shines on an opening in the trees, where you can 
walk through. 

Nevertheless, their struggle with this problem, and with the emblematic 
tradition itself, for all its evident absurdities, makes Joyce/Morrissey truly 
Aquarian, and finally trustworthy as fellow human beings. For if they ha- 
ven’t altogether taken us to heart, neither can they let us go. 


Just for a moment let us take the view of 


Lord Krishna, the Creator Spiritus, for 
ey Vz, whom all things are possible. The time is ripe 
: to throw up another world, and The Lord is 
mulling over his options: 
As a fresh departure, perhaps I shall 
od base my next cosmos on non-euclidian 


natural law, where parallel lines con- 
verge in a measured and predictable 
Sashion. All the way down, sticks 
bending of their own accord, as if in 
still water... 

Floating on a long-stemmed lotus blos- 
som, Krishna with only a little reflection finds the whole idea rather nause- 
ating. 

Or perhaps, as a gesture to tradition, I shall invoke the man- 
dala principle with its sharply discontinuous radii extending to 
the outermost limits of my phantasy. Vistas succeeding one an- 
other abruptly with each shake of the kaleidoscope... 
Jolted wide awake, Krishna remembered his most recent world with its 
horde of astrologers scribbling bland verse. 
So the Lord chose to doze some more, His snores raising waves on the 
lake. 
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DENNIS SAUNDERS 


» HEN he was born, Fate decreed him ‘a ruler yet to come’ by 
placing the ruler of his Ascendant, that is also his birthday 
planet, under the rays of the Fixed Star Castor. In due course 
a he did become a ruler. On 17 May 1997, after some thirty 
A) years of struggling to oust Mobutu Sese Seko, the man he 
hated and because of whom he went into exile for a time, he proclaimed 
himself President of Zaire when the ailing Mobutu fled to seek medical 
aid. This was ratified on 29 May before a huge crowd in Kinshasa. He 
renamed Zaire as the Democratic Republic of Congo, and, while initially 
hailed a savior, it was soon apparent that he was just another tyrant -- an 
incompetent one at that. His predominantly Tutsi followers are said to 
have slaughtered thousands of Hutus, ostensibly in revenge for the 1994 
genocide in Rwanda. Not realizing that in the African context ‘democ- 
racy’ is just another word for Communism, the US Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright described him as a ‘beacon of hope’. But Che 
Guevara, who had fought alongside left-wing groups, seems to have had 
his measure. He described him as 
a man who spent more time in 
bars and brothels than on the 
battlefield. “Nothing leads me to 
believe that he is the man of the 
hour”, he said. 

He was Laurent Kabila, 
assassinated on 16 January 2001 
in his palace. The official 
information blamed one of his 
bodyguards. This happened 
around 3 PM. 

Kabila was born at Moba, 
Congo (7804, 29E45) on 27 
November 1939. No time was 
given, so I used the Zenith System of Rectification as expounded by the 
late Dr W. J. Tucker, an excellent astrologer, and got 18° 44’ & rising. In 
all particulars this rectified horoscope fits Kabila. By build he looks Can- 
cerian, his birthday planet was the ), and the Midheaven in T describes 
his profession of soldier. 

The important pertinent elements of the radical chart are: 
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> Ascendant O * in the 10" shows the patience and determination 
during a hard struggle to achieve an objective of high profes- 
sional and public office. under the aegis of the Fixed Star A/ 
Pherg promised a final success. 

> + in the 10" in its fall and retrograde, thus powerful for evil, is 

indicative of a slow rise in public life, with the difficult task of 

protecting one’s position once it is finally attained, followed by a 

fall from which there is no recovery. In T 4 shows the clinging 

to a lot of anger, an emotion that can lead to rage and tyranny. 


Laurent Kabila 
8:10:32 PM LST (-1), 27 November 1939 (rectified) 
Moba, Congo: 7804, 29E45 


> XX, also in its fall and retrograde, therefore also of an evil portent, 
is sub-ruler of the 8" cusp of the type of death. It is in the 10" 
square the 8" cusp and proclaims a death sudden, violent, and 
unusual in the professional environment. And that it would have 
wide publicity. In & the eccentricity and stubbornness of its con- 
notations are prominent. 

> dis in the 8", and is also ina sign of a violent death by sword, 
knife, firearms, or accident. o is under the tays of the South 
Scale, a star whose malignancy includes bitter quarrels, blood- 
shed or death. Furthermore, o” is on the Death Point (o* + 4 — 
MC = 5° X) and is disposed of by ¥, the planet of falsehood in 
communication, and of mystery. ¥ in Tl’ is in its fall and tends to 
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character deficiencies that bring about one’s self-undoing and 
promote secret enemies. More alarming o% disposes of 4. This 
suggests that death will bring about the end of the high office. 

> A further omen of violence is that the ® is with Facies, a most 
evil star, presaging a violent death. Being in the 6" House, ® in- 
dicates the involvement of a female work colleague. 

> \ in the 9" is with Scheat, indicating extreme misfortune and 
murder. This suggests that the assassin would be a foreigner or 
that a foreign country would be involved. 

> The Q straddles the vertical Meridian with the 8 in the 10". It is 
¢ +, adding to the ill effects of that planet and increasing the 
dangers already inherent in the character. This would bring dis- 
credit in his public life to Kabila. It is a fact that for some time 
before his death he was accused of being an obstacle to peace in 
the Congo. 


Kabila’s © and his mental planet, 9, in the 5" account for his interest 
in personal pleasure and sensuality. That, however, is not necessarily a 
crime, but it helps to confirm the rectification since it bears out Che 
Guevara’s opinion of the man. Both bodies are in %, the sign of exces- 
siveness and ¥ is in detriment. There is no doubt that Kabila was overly 
fond of sensual and sexual indulgences. ? is 0 o’, adding to the ill effects 
of that planet and increasing the dangers already inherent in the charac- 
ter. ¥ in detriment either hinders his ability to communicate or causes 
him to communicate incorrectly. 

I might also mention that when his presidency was confirmed his © 
was being trined by 4, and \ disposes of o”, the MC ruler. 

The predominant configuration in the natal chart is 9 a 4 (¢ 0, O 
ASC & ~ ¥). This involves the 1", 3%, 6" and 10" houses. ® in the 10", 
as previously mentioned, indicates a loss of public position, as both 4 
and the U rule treachery or underhandedness. As the 0 is the sign of des- 
tiny, we can assume that would be the preordained reason for his down- 
fall, especially as 4 squares the Ascendant. However, as it is also square 
the Descendant, it names other people as the perpetrators. 

Taking the elements of the configuration separately, we have: 

¥ in detriment in TI, in the 3“. ¥ is the planet that, in its negative con- 
notation, represents plots, deceits and conspirators. It covers assassins 
and indicates opposition, whether hidden or underhand. It tends to make 
its subjects liars, and inclines them to drugs, debauchery and drunken- 
ness. In the 3" house, it refers to relatives as well as neighboring coun- 
tries. 17 is the sign of state servants. Therefore, $ in this chart indicates 
falseness in treaties with neighboring states, and this is reinforced by its 
sub-rulership of the 9" and its opposition to \, its co-ruler, that is placed 
in the 9" of foreigners and foreign countries. The ¥ quincunx to the & is 
one more indicator of treachery. 
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Two alternatives to the indicated treachery are shown: either a rela- 
tive or a foreigner. As president of a country in a civil war, with both 
sides aided by foreign neighbors, Kabila had plenty of foreign enemies. 
As to a relative being involved, since the majority of African rulers come 
to power either through conquest or a successful coup, nepotism is a 
form of personal insurance. 

¥ 0 in the 6" indicates a clandestine connection with a young fe- 
male colleague, who might be a relative; the 6" being the house of the 
father’s kin. The hard aspect does not make the 6" a comfortable place 
for ? because it sometimes indicates venereal disease and, as natural 
ruler of the 7", to social disapproval. Its manifestation, therefore, brings 
out the negative qualities of immorality, sensuality and licentiousness. 
Often there is extra-marital sex and inferior attachments, which lead to 
scandal and, as @ is also ruler of 8, to jealousy. 

Enough has been said to justify the reason and manner in which 
Kabila would meet his death and we may proceed to his progressed posi- 
tions: 


Natal Progressed 

[e) 4397 x OS1? 
> 15°42’ I 18°14’ 
gE 650” 4 il x 
$ 25°45? x 11°27? 
c 5°12’ 1617 T 
y 28°53’ sci" T 
%. 25% la? 7 | ase? 7 
a 19°22? 8 17°58’ 3 
¥ 25°15? 0 25°15? WT 
B 2°48" Q 1°39" Q 
Q 2722? & 24°07) = 
MC | 25°01" T 25°16" I 
ASC | 18°44" & 24°03’ _ 1 


The progressed Midheaven (Naibod in long.) has come to the sextile 
of radical %, the opposition of radical 2 and the square to radical ¥. The 
progressed Ascendant is 0 9, ~ » and ¢ ¥. A situation is established that 
connects the subject with a female work colleague, involving his public 
image and the professional position, secrecy, self-undoing and liars. The 
resolution of this stress lies with the other person and as » is ruler of the 
8" it could result in death, but certainly in a separation because of the 
quincunx, and a separation from the public position at that. 9, as ruler of 
the 11", suggests female friends, and it also indicates death as ruler of 
the 4", the end of the matter. Could it be that Kabila was killed not be- 
cause he dismissed some generals, but because there was a young woman 
involved? The horoscope thinks so, and this is where ¥ comes in. We 
saw that radical ¥, also in detriment, occupies the 3" of communications 
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and cover-ups. It rules many things that fall within the compass of its 
prediction in this horoscope, among them assassins, paranoia, philander- 
ers, bluffing, falsity, emotional persons, infidelity, deceit. It is the sub- 
dispositor of o. We are now in a better position to understand the indica- 
tions of the major radical players. For instance, % rules jealousy and re- 
venge, & rules anger and indignation, rules gunmen. 

Another indication of death through jealousy and/or sexual connec- 
tions is the fact that © and ¥ are in the house that has Tl, on its cusp — Tl 
is the sign we associate with the 8" house of death, it is sub-ruled by PB, 
planet of death, which isrising in Kabila’s 1* House. 

The solstice point of radical 2 is on the © and that of radical ¢ on the 
IC linking pleasure and death. 

The solstice point of the progressed Ascendant is partile conjunct 
progressed 4, and } rules Kabila’s © sign. The solstice point of the pro- 
gressed Q is partile conjunct radical o’ — a fated death. 

An excursion into the midpoints gives! 


> Q=O/As: the beginning of a love relationship, and 2 = P/M : the 
conquest of love. 

> of =OF : argument, quarrels 

> 4 = Dot: a quarrel, and = P/As : the suffering from forcible 
suppression. 

> =P: violence. Sudden disasters or calamities of great con- 
sequence. ){ = )/Mc : upsets through members of the female sex. 

> $=BAK: Acts of violence. 


Returning to the progressed chart, we notice that when Kabila was 
born he had no enemies, open or secret. However, the progression of the 
chart shows that over a period his penchant for the good life of pleasure 
and sex had brought him open enemies as his © and %, with the ®, 
moved from the 5" into the 7". Progressed 4 is semisextile radical o” 
from the 9"" and progressed o is also in the 9" suggesting the involye- 
ment of a foreigner or foreigners in the previously foretold murder. @ is 
quindecile the progressed Ascendant. The quindecile is said to grant a 
wish at times, but not in the way the recipient desires or expects. As rep- 
resenting the end of life 2 is now in the 8" in the sign of sorrow, secrecy 
and self-undoing. 

All appears to have been readied for the manifestation of the birth po- 
tential in respect of the death decree. Only the trigger is wanting to ignite 
the fuse and cause the explosion. We may now set up the third ring of the 
combined charts. 


' The Combination Of Stellar Influences:Rheinhold Ebertin;American Federa- 
tion Of Astrologers 
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From the transits (See Figure 2) we see that Kabila has accumulated 
more enemies, even some secret ones. 9, now in the 7" is the present 
ruler of the 12" and ¥ is the natural ruler of the 12". that sub-rules the 
8" is now partile conjunct that cusp, threatening the life from an open 


enemy. 


Fig. 2: Transits at Kabila’s death 
3 PM LST (-1) 16 January, 2001 
Kinshasa, Zaire 4818, 15E18 


Transit remains in the 8" showing that there has been a build-up of 
hate and resentment over the near past. She is traveling in trine to transit 
&. @ that, originally, portended a violent death is also in the 8", but now 
@ is in X where it becomes the Part of Misfortune. 

Since the exact time of the event is unknown, we should ignore the 
personal points. Even so, we find the triggers in: 


> Transit \K ~ progressed ), ¢ radical 8" cusp, and its own radi- 
cal place. 
> Transit > « progressed 3, 4 progressed ASC. 


This adequately describes the fall and end of life, and the suddenness 
and unexpectedness with which these both occurred. 

Transit ¥, planet of seduction = radical O/. This allows for an ex- 
perience of deception. It is also » o%, planet of violence and present 
indicator of death. 
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But the cherry on the top was the eclipse of 9 January 2001. This was 
a total eclipse of the ), Kabila’s birthday planet, ruler of his Ascendant, a 
) the color of o, a color of blood that fell opposite his radical Ascendant 
and trine radical )K! 


One would think that with all these confirmatory aspectual links any- 
thing else would be an anti-climax. It is not so, in fact the Nodes add fur- 
ther confirmation: 


> Radical K is on o” Q and progressed is on $’s Q 
> The radical Moon is on the Node of Venus 
> Radical Ascendant is on Pluto’s Node. 


It is said that Kabila died in an aircraft taking him to Zimbabwe. This 
is possible, even probable seeing that +, an air sign is on the 4" and pro- 
gressed o" in the 9", Certainly, his corpse was returned from Zimbabwe. 
There was so much confusion and so much misinformation given out that 
this transit chart is not erected for his death but for the approximate time 
of the shooting. 

Regardless of the official statements, the horoscope provides the fol- 
lowing facts: 


A woman was involved. 

A foreigner or a foreign country was involved. 

Kabila would die violently. 

Kabila would die somewhere far distant from his birthplace. 


VVVV 


It would seem that this was a crime of passion. At first I accepted the 
official announcement, but the horoscope set me thinking and on reflec- 
tion I wondered how a bodyguard could get so worked up about the dis- 
missal of a general as to commit murder. ...it just doesn’t gel. 
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» HEN THE O rises over New York City on 8 June 2004 at 
(4g 5:25 AM EDT (09:25 UT) it will do so with a small black 
circle on it, visible against the bottom half of the ©’s disk, 
moving across it to the right. The black circle will be 9, 
making an unusual transit across the face of the ©, and this 
will be visible from the Earth. It will be worth getting up early that day 
and viewing this phenomenon through a smoked glass. It is a rare event. 


7) 
id 


ww’) 


Times when @ transits the © on 8 June 2004 
for some major cities 


City Ingress Mid- Egress 
transit | 

Beijing 05:32 08:15 10:59 
Berlin 05:39 08:22 11:03 
Bombay 05:35 08:19 11:03 
Buenos Aires - - 11:14 
Chicago - - 11:05 
Jerusalem 05:39 08:22 11:04 
London 05:40 08:23 11:04 
Moscow 05:38 08:21 11:02 
New York - - 11:06 
Paris 05:40 08:22 11:04 
Rio de Janeiro - - 11:13 
Rome 05:40 08:23 11:05 
Sydney 05:26 - - 
Teheran 05:38 08:20 11:03 
Tokyo 05:30 08:14 - 
Toronto - - 11:05 


All times are in UT. Ingress is when ° has fully entered onto the O's 
disk, having taken some 19 minutes to do so after first contacting the rim 
of the ©'s disk. Mid-transit is when 2 makes its closest approach. Egress 
is when 2will be last fully be seen against the ©’s disk; it will take an- 
other 19’ minutes to fully disappear from view. 


' Data from Venus in Transit by Eli Maor (Princeton University Press, 
2000, Appendix 2) 


67 


Gillman: Montezuma & the Venus Transit 


The last time a @ transit of the © was visible from anywhere on our 
planet was on 6 December 1882. This was five days before a theater (the 
Bijou in Boston) was first lit by electric light, it was around the time the 
Statue of Liberty arrived in the USA, and shortly before the opening of 
the Metropolitan Opera House in New York. 


2 transits the © , 63 BC — 2125 AD? 


Date Ingress Mid- Egress 
transit 

22 Nov 63 BC 23:32 27:14 30:56 
23 May 60 AD 02:06 05:54 09:42 
22 Nov 181 22:00 25:47 29:34 
24 May 303 05:28 09:14 12:59 
22 Nov 424 20:44 24:32 28:21 
24 May 546 09:00 12:42 16:23 
22 May 554 04:51 06:00 07:09 
23 Nov 667 19:31 23:19 27:07 
24 May 789 12:31 16:07 19:43 
23 Nov 910 18:17 22:01 25:44 
24 May 1032 15:59 19:28 22:57 
22 May 1040 10:53 12:48 14:43 
23 Nov 1153 17:20 20:56 24:33 
25 May 1275 19:29 22:49 26:09 
23 May 1283 13:39 15:56 18:13 
23 Nov 1396 16:08 19:32 22:57 
25 May 1518 22:49 26:00 29:10 
23 May 1526 16:38 19:15 21:52 
7 Dec 1631 05:00 05:21 05:41 
4Dec 1639 15:16 18:27 21:37 
6 June 1761 02:20 05:20 08:19 
3 June 1769 19:35 22:26 25:17 
9 Dec 1874 02:19 04:07 05:56 
6 Dec 1882 14:17 17:06 19:55 
8 June 2004 05:34 08:21 11:08 
6 June 2012 22:29 | 25:31 28:33 
11 Dec 2117 00:26 02:52 05:19 
8 Dec 2125 13:43 16:06 | 18:29 


1526 and prior dates use the Julian calendar, thereafter dates are in 
Gregorian. Times are in UT; those > 24 refer to the next day. 


? Source: Jean Meeus. Transits. Richmond, Virginia: Willmann-Bell, 1989. 
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If you miss seeing this one, there will be another eight years later, on 
6 June 2012, but after that there are no more until the year 2117. In 6,000 
years, between —2000 and +4000, there are only 81 of them. They are 
indeed rare and only occur when the inferior conjunction of 2 with the O 
occurs close to one of the 2 nodes. 


CCORDING to most, if not all, histories of astronomy, the first 

time a transit is known to have been observed was at 3:15 PM 

on 4 December 1639 by Jeremiah Horrox in Hoole (53N38, 

2W55), a small village 15 miles north of Liverpool, England. 
There is, however, strong evidence that one was seen in the previous cen- 
tury. 

Montezuma, the leader of the Aztec people in pre-Columbus Mexico, 
was known as The Great Speaker, for among his responsibilities he had 
to foretell and speak what would happen. Accordingly, each night at sun- 
set, midnight and dawn, Montezuma observed the sky from his palace 
roof to divine the course of future events. To him, the signs in the sky 
marked the marching of fate, and his policies were dictated by the starry 
symbols of the gods in the night sky, by the movement of the planets and 
the appearance of comets; all gave him the information he needed. 

In 1518 a tiny black speck crossed over the rim of the © and moved 
slowly and steadily across the face of the disk in the late afternoon of 25 
May. It was still moving from left to right across the face of the © when 
the © set. The next morning, at sunrise, it was no longer there. Monte- 
zuma would have either seen this or been informed of it. It was not the 
usual sunspot, with which it might have been confused, but the planet 2 
in transit, as Montezuma appears to have been well aware. A jade figure 
of the god Quetzalcoatl, an aspect of ?, wearing the © as his neck orna- 
ment, is a memorial of this rare event. It is now in the British Museum. 
This celestial event, occurring only once every 300 years or so, appears 
to have been the first warning of events that were about to occur. 

Chart 1 depicts this moment. It is cast for 10:31:50 PM UT, which is 
when first would have become visible as it began to encroach across 
the rim of the ©, as seen from Tenochtitlan, the capital city the Aztecs 
built on islands in the center of the Lake of the Moon. Modern Mexico 
City stands on the same site. 

Ov ise ¥ando }. The ) is void of course. \k is about to set, 4, 

Some minutes later, at 10:49 PM, 2 completely crossed onto the disk 
of the ©. It was then first visible as a complete black, rounded body 
against the ©. The Ascendant was then 12° 22’ Tl, * 4; with the ® at 
26°31’ § GY. This degree area in U-Tl was particularly important for the 
Aztecs: the © was believed to have been in the 12" degree of & at both 
Quetzalcoatl’s birth and subsequent disappearance. 

Whether based alone on his interpretation of this 2 transit or not, 
Montezuma apparently possessed a detailed knowledge of approaching 
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catastrophe. The motivations for his actions may be obscure, but there is 
no doubt that his assessment of the future was correct — coming destruc- 
tion was utterly inescapable. 


Fig. 1: The @ transit of 1518 begins 
10:31:50 PM UT, 25 May 1518 
Tenochtitlan: 19N24, 99W09 


For the Aztecs, ? had two aspects, as if it represented twin gods. One 
is the gracious and kindly Morning Star, and this is the Precious Twin, 
Quetzalcoatl. He lifts the sun into the sky in the morning. He is the god 
of the wind, of the breath of life, and the protector of all growing things. 

His dark twin is Xolot/, a monster with the head of a strange, blunt- 
faced animal, with long tusks. His feet are twisted, and very often the 
feet are represented as turned backwards. He is a crooked hunchback, 
usually shown with a slavering mouth, and at least one eye is always 
pendant on his cheek instead of being set in its socket. This dreadful 
monster brings misfortune and trouble. As the Evening Star, he pushes 
the sun into the darkness and tramples on him, to secure his own eleva- 
tion. 

The two great gods, Quetzalcoatl and Xolotl, two facets of 2, can be 
seen as two sides of the human mind. Quetzalcoatl being conscious intel- 
ligence, and Xolotl the unconscious ‘shadow’. The Aztecs saw the fate 
of their nation as hanging on the confrontation between these two gods. 
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The great ‘calendar’ stone that once stood on a platform half-way up 
the great pyramid of the Aztec capital Tenochtitlan. The symbols on 
this monolith contained enough information for the prediction of 
solar eclipses. At the center is the grotesque mask of the sun god, with 
his tongue lolling thirstily from his mouth, crying out for the blood of 
sacrifice to help him do his fiery work. Surrounding the mask is a 
group of symbols depicting the great terrible earthquake that will end 
the world. This in turn is surrounded by a band containing all the 
signs of the days of the Aztec year. The next ring contains triangular 
rays representing the flaming of the sun. Finally, the outer ring is 
made up of two great interlinked serpents which represent the 
material universe. 


In another time and place, unknown to the Aztecs, the Babylonians 
had similar beliefs concerning 2. As a morning star, rising ahead of the 
© in the early morning hours, the planet was considered benefic. As an 
evening star, however, one that set in the western sky after the ©, 2 was 
no longer a benefic, instead it was destructive and malefic. This belief 
appears to have been reversed in mediaeval astrology. William Lilly and 
others of his time considered 8 and @ as evening stars to have an acciden- 
tal dignity — that is, to have added strength at this time. The same two 
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planets, according to Lilly, were termed in accidental debility (reduced in 
strength) when they were morning stars. 

The Aztec people believed it was dangerous to go out in the evenings 
when the Evening Star was shining. They feared that its rays would send 
darts of illness or even death towards them. But to be shone on by the 
Morning Star was a matter of great good fortune. Every morning they 
would look out of their doorways to see if the Morning Star was in the 
sky. If it was, they would cut their ears with a cactus spine and take two 
drops of blood on two fingers that were then lifted up to cast the blood in 
the direction of the Morning Star. This was a little offering of discomfort 
and life’s substance, meant to please the god Quetzalcoatl and give him 
strength and life. 

Quetzalcoatl, the Feathered Serpent, Lord of healing and magical 
herbs, teacher of the arts and of all things beautiful, originator of the cal- 
endar and giver of maize, the Lord of Hope and the brilliant Lord of the 
Morning Star, is the spirit who brings up the sun in the morning, and so 
brings the beneficent power of the sun god to all humans, animals and 
vegetation. Quetzalcoatl, rather like King Arthur, is both a real person 
and a myth. He had been sent by the supreme god to be an earthly king. 
He was a good ruler but fell victim to temptation by a witch goddess. 
The magic mushroom she controlled intoxicated him, and in a euphoric 
daze he had sexual intercourse with her. When he recovered, he realized 
that he had broken the scared traditions and must leave Mexico, taking 
with him his dwarfs and hunchbacks, who all eventually died on the 
journey. When Quetzalcoatl reached the seacoast, he embarked on a raft 
of serpent skins and sailed towards the sunrise. He was absorbed in the 
fire of the rising sun, though his heart was seen rising up like the Morn- 
ing Star to join the sun. 

With Quetzalcoat] fallen from glory and departed into the east, the 
cruel sun god Tezcatlipoc, patron of warriors and war, became the driv- 
ing force in Mexico. To him the Aztecs attributed the glories of their 
conquests, and in his name they built great temples. At the top of a 
pyramid, blood and human hearts were constantly offered to the sun 
god’s image. We are told that 20,000 individuals were slain, the whole 
manpower of three Mixtec tribes from the mountains of Oaxaca, when 
the Aztecs dedicated the great temple in Tenochtitlan? 

It had been foretold that Quetzalcoat! would return on the anniversary 
of his birthday, accompanied by a fair-faced retinue from the east. He 
would then destroy the followers of Tezcatlipoca and resume sway over 
his people. The priests did not know when he would return only that the 
year was One-Reed and the day Nine-Wind, a combination that occurs 
once every 52 years. And in the Mexican calendar the year 1519, when 


> Burland, C. & Forman, W. Feathered Serpent & Smoking Mirror. London, 
Orbis Publishing, p. 67. 
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Fig. 2: First Crescent ) of 1519 
00:57:51 AM UT, 2 April 1519; Tenochtitlan, Mexico: 19N24 99W09 


Fig. 3 Crescent ) prior to Arrival of Cortés 
00:07:20 AM UT, 26 October 1519; Tenochtitlan 
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Cortés arrived with his company of fair-faced companions, was the year 
One-Reed, and 22 April, corresponded to the day Nine-Wind. 


n the morning of Good Friday, 22 April 1519 a small party of 

Spanish conquistadors led by Hernando Cortés landed at the 

site of present-day Vera Cruz, on Mexico’s eastern coast. 

This day was the all-important anniversary of Quetzalcoatl’s 

birthday. With their gray faces, their ‘stone’ garments, their 
arrival in waterborne houses with white wings, their magic fire that burst 
from tubes to kill at a distance, and their strange beasts that carried them 
on their backs, all suggested the supernatural to the Aztec people. 

Informed by the local inhabitants, who hated their Aztec overlords, of 
the riches and power of the capital, Cortés boldly set out to conquer the 
great city. He made alliances along the way with the Tlaxcala tribe, chief 
rival of the Aztecs, and sent word ahead that he was the ambassador of a 
foreign prince. 

The Aztec leader, Montezuma, made no move to stop them or bar 
their way. He decided that their leader was Quetzalcoat! returned. He 
sent splendid gifts borne by a hundred slaves: jewels, textiles, gorgeous 
featherwork and two huge plates of gold and silver “as large as cart 
wheels” that excited the Spaniards’ greed. On 8 November 1519, Cortés 
and his men arrived at Tenochtitlan, the Aztec capital, where they were 
made welcome. The Aztec army, waiting in the hills for a signal to at- 
tack, was never called, although it could have annihilated the invaders. 

It soon became plain from their ceaseless demands for gold and pro- 
visions that the visitors were all too human and not connected to Quet- 
zalcoatl. As proof, the Aztecs killed two of the Spaniards left behind at 
Vera Cruz and sent the head of one of them to the capital as evidence. 
Cortés immediately put Montezuma in chains and forced him to yield up 
the perpetrators whom were burned alive. 

Any remaining illusion of a relationship with the gods vanished and 
the Aztecs rebelled. The Spaniards brought out Montezuma to halt the 
fighting, but his people stoned him as a coward and traitor. On 30 June 
1520, Montezuma, the last Great Speaker of the Aztecs, was killed. 

A year later, on 13 August 1521, the last of the Aztecs surrendered. 
The Spaniards then completely leveled the city of Tenochtitlan, built 
their own city on the debris and stamped their rule upon Mexico, Aztecs 
and allies alike, for the next three hundred years. 

Let us see whether the Babylonian methodology, using charts for the 
first appearance of the new lunar crescent in each of these years, explains 
what happened. 

Figure 2 is set for Mexico City, the site of Tenochtitlan, at the time of 
the first appearance of the lunar crescent following the vernal equinox of 
1519. This is the chart Babylonian astrologers would have used to fore- 
cast events in the following twelve months. » is appropriately at the IC, 
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Fig.4: First Crescent ) of 1520 
00:55:13 AM UT, 21 March 1520; Tenochtitlan 


Fig.5: Crescent ) prior to Montezuma’s Death 
01:22:48 AM UT, 17 June 1520; Tenochtitlan 
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and an elevated o opposes both ® and P. \ is visible in the east, con- 
junct Spica, to indicate the appearance of foreigners in the land. The 
cardinal grand cross on the angles, involving », PB, 0, 4, the © and 2 
(celestial symbol of Quetzalcoatl), is surely more than sufficient to indi- 
cate the invading foreigners, who appeared out of the east and conquered 
the mighty Aztec empire, virtually without opposition or bloodshed. 
X{ is at 11° G, the position of the © in some many key Mexican charts. 

Figure 3 is set for the appearance of the lunar crescent on 25 October 
1519. It covers the month in which Cortes and his men arrived at Teno- 
chtitlan. , exactly on the Ascendant, points to surprising changes, an 
unexpected happening, to the arrival of something or someone who is 
unusual, to an event that is likely to drastically alter the lives of people 
living at this location. o* has moved to ¢ & and 9, separating the setting 
© from the newly visible ) - Montezuma, represented by the O, will be 
separated by force (o" ¢ 8) from his people (2). 

The following year, 1520, began with the new lunar crescent first 
visible on 20 March, see Figure 4. The © is O P at the IC (the king will 
feel desolate and alone, his supporters will desert him) and the ) (o° 2 by 
antisica) is 0 4 and applying to 4 B (a humbling period, involving death 
and mourning). After this, the ) moves on to aspect the o’-¥ conjunction 
in }, exactly on the Regiomontanus 6" cusp (the Spaniards brought 
smallpox with them, which decimated the Aztec population, killing thou- 
sands), and then to cross Q ¢ )K (upsets, shared by many) part of a fixed 
T-cross with 4 and ? — not a pleasant sequence of events. This is the 
year in which Montezuma died, the event occurring on the day of a full 
moon at this chart’s IC. 

Given the importance of 2, the planetary symbol of Quetzalcoatl, the 
god Montezuma believed was returning to dispossess Tezcatlipoca and 
his Aztec followers, it is appropriate that 2 is the ruler of the Ascendant in 
Figure 4 and that the )’s initial aspect is to oppose the ? antiscion at 6° 
16’ Tl, while its final aspect is to 0 2 at 23° 44’ =, 

Montezuma died on 30 June 1520. Figure 5 illustrates the prior lunar 
crescent. P is on the Ascendant — a major change will occur, one likely to 
completely transform all and everything. The ), the indicator of the 
events that will take place, is void of course but significantly ¢ 2 by an- 
tiscion. 2 rules the MC. This is the only month of the year in which the 
new crescent can be close to °  — whatever was indicated by ) 0% in 
the 20 March 1520 chart will come to fruition in this month. Note the 
position of } at 12° Tl, the area of the Zodiac that is traditionally so very 
important in Mexico, opposing the X of Figure 2. 
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) eo | HEN WAS Quetzalcoatl born? Do we have sufficient informa- 
N 4 tion to hazard a guess? This assumes of course that he was a 
(Ais real person and not simply a figment of unsubstantiated myth. 

y) We are told that 22 April 1519 was the anniversary of both 

his birth and his death, and that the year 1519 was One-Reed, as was the 

year of Quetzalcoatl’s birth and death. This is possible because the Az- 
tec years ran in a 52-year cycle, thus One-Reed was the Aztec name for 

1519 and also for 1467 and other years 52 years apart. 

Archeologists tell us that the great empire of the Toltecs, of which 
Quetzalcoatl was reputedly the first king, lasted from around 750 AD to 
about 1000. If we go back in time in multiples of 52 years, we find 687, 
739 and 791 as possible years around 750 for the birth or death. If we 
shift the archaeologist’s date from 750 to 760 then a birth in 739 is rea- 
sonable. 


Fig. 6: Full Moon on suggested birthday of Quetzalcoatl 
06:36 AM UT, 28 April 739. Tula, Mexico: 20N01, 99W21 


If there is any basis in these mythological dates, 27-28 April in the 
year 739 is the possible birthday. The © in the 11" degree of 8 is con- 
junct Alycone, the main star of the Pleiades, the point at which the Aztec 
calendar began. This is the same position that the © held on 22 April 
1519, the day Cortés landed in Mexico, which we are told was the anni- 
versary of the birthday of Quetzalcoatl. It is also &° ASC in Figure 1 

At one minute before local midnight on 27 April 739 (6:36 AM UT 
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on 28 April) there was a full moon, with the ) on the MC and the © at 
the IC, and )f is at the Ascendant — the signature of a self-regulated anar- 
chist, of someone whose only consistent identity is one of change. 4 o° 4 
is close. 0”, the sign ruler of the MC and exaltation ruler of the Ascen- 
dant, is trine the Q and square P — a combination that can indicate a sup- 
pressed sexual nature, and dramatic life changes allied with sexuality. 
This could very well be the chart for the birth of this mythical man-god. 
© at the IC is certainly appropriate for someone who will be honored 
long after his death. 


Fig. 7: Sunrise on 28 April 791 
Vera Cruz, Mexico: 32N25, 115W05 


Now go forward another 52 years to 791, the year in which Quetzal- 
coat] would have left Mexico, were he born in 739. The annual crescent 
was first visible on the evening of 9 April. One aspect is sufficient: © 0 
PB, with B at the IC — the very same configuration that we have seen in 
figure 4, the crescent of 1520, the year in which Montezuma was killed. 
The lunar nodes are at 13° G-, on the } o° » of the proposed nativity. 

When transit ) came to ¢ PB (a nasty jolt or fright, causing one to 
flee), which it did at the MC close to sunrise on 28 
April, it is the day of the solar return with the © again 
in the 11" degree of U. As the legend requires, ? is 
visible in the eastern sky as the morning star, about to 
disappear in the light of the rising sun. 
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"Everyone will tend to be rather the same... Alike. (...) 
arace of scientists and mathematicians, each dedicated 
to and all working for the greater glory of the super- 
civilization." 
(Edward Albee: Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?) 


ODERN materialism is that state of mind engendered by the 
hypertrophy of the mental faculties, by the invasive presence 
of mechanized technology, by the obsession with under- 
standing reality by means of the skylight of "reason with a 
small r," and by the consequent shrinking of our existential 
and emotional horizons. In the modern technopoly, it has gone out of 
fashion to formulate synthetic judgments (Kant) be they a priori or a 
posteriori. Whatever is not "scientific" is not considered to be knowl- 
edge, but rather literature. Experimental reason, which reigns as absolute 
master, does not seek to understand what is, but rather to describe and 
explain what operates. The scientific agenda 
is knowledge raised upon the foundation of 
a particular ability. It does not respond to 
the "why," but rather, to the "how." It 
jettisons important metaphysical questions, 
which have lost all meaning within the 
context of the processes of science. The 
technosciences do not explore the 
foundations and the principles of their 
reality. They do not even respond to the 
questions raised by their own results, such 
as the question of physical constants (the 
speed of light, the charge of the electron, the constant of gravity, etc.).! 
From a metaphysical point of view: "Scientific knowledge of nature pro- 


' Albert Einstein: "I believe in fact that a rational theory should introduce no 
constant that God may choose at His whim. When one has eliminated dimenion- 
alized constants, those which remain as a result (constants without dimension) 


must, from this perspective, either be defined rationally (such as "e" or "pi, or 
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vides (...) no effectively illuminating knowledge about nature, no ulti- 
mate knowledge." 

Judgment is enslaved to data and to the results of empirical techniques: 
"Simple sciences of facts form a simple humanity of fact."* Scientific 
knowledge is not only burdened with "facts," it is burdened as well with 
its instruments of measurement and its system of experimentation. The 
instrumental approach was born at the beginning of the 17th century. 
"Before 1590, the repertoire of instruments used in the physical sciences 
was limited to those used for astronomical observation. In the following 
hundred years one observes the introduction and use of the telescope, the 
microscope, the thermometer, the barometer, the air pump, the indicator 
of electric charge, and a number of other experimental apparatuses (...) In 
less than a century the physical sciences became instrument-based."* 
This technological revolution led to the formulation of objects calculated, 
measured and controlled by instruments the underlying reality of which 
remains outside awareness. It was analysis of the function of the steam 
engine that led Sadi Carnot to the formulation of the Second Law of 
Thermodynamics. It was use of the telescope that led Galileo to the dis- 
covery of the moons of Jupiter. It was not simply a matter of looking 
through the telescope; he had to adjust his way of looking to the tele- 
scope. As Bachelard puts it, "instruments are simply materialized theo- 
ries."° Technico-scientific practice codifies instrumental operations. Max 
Horkheimer points out the dangers of the instrumentalization of reason 
within a technological and technocratic society: the use of technical 
means with the goal of maximum efficiency and without care for the 
ends, the reduction of human action to the rationally planned, and the 
unlimited extension of technical power over things and over reified indi- 
viduals.° 

In the 20th century mechanical physics has become probabilistic. Ex- 
periments are meant to corroborate a probability of mass. By operating 


they should not intervene in the affair at all." (in "Lettre 4 Max yon Laue, 24 
April 1950; Oeuvres choisies 5, Le Seuil, 1991, p. 113). "Their apparent exis- 
tence rests upon the fact that we have not yet gone deeply enough into things." 
(in "Lettre 4 Ilse Rosenthal-Schneider, 11 May 1945; Oeuvres choisis 5, Le 
Seuil, 1991, p. IIL). 

? Edmund Husserl, La crise des sciences européenes et la phénoménologie tran- 
scendantale [= The Crisis of European Science and Transcendental Phenome- 
nology] (1954), French translation published by Gallimard, 1976, p. 215. 

* Edmund Husserl, op. cit., p. 10. 

* Thomas Kuhn, La tension essentielle [= Essential Shift], 1977; French transla- 
tion published by Gallimard, 1990, p. 85. 

* Gaston Bachelard, Le nouvel esprit scientifique [= The New Scientific Mind], 
P.U.F., 1966, p. 12. 

° Max Horkheimer, Eclipse de la raison [=Eclipse of Reason], 1947; French 
translation by Payot, 1974. 


80 


Considerations XVI; 2 


on quantitative rather than qualitative elements, it presupposes the com- 
parability of phenomena. In experimental applications the utilitarian cri- 
terion decides the cognitive design. Theories are selected according to 
their efficaciousness, their ability to perform, or their technological ef- 
fect. Any direction capable of going beyond normalized praxis and lead- 
ing to transcendental knowledge is eliminated.’ Thomas Kuhn shows the 
incommensurability of scientific theories across the centuries and their 
coincidence with periods of "crisis" which precede the emergence of a 
new "paradigm." He describes "the development of science as a succes- 
sion of traditionalist periods punctuated by non-cumulative ruptures."* 

Scientific ideology claims a monopoly on knowledge and on imper- 
sonal objectivity, as well. Scientific objectivity, in fact—this subjectivity 
of scientists—results from the acceptance of methods, practices, and 
theories adjudicated by a community of authoritative experts. Scientific 
research relies on institutionalized socio-cultural praxis and on the ideo- 
logical consensus which it influences. It codifies itself in a system of 
values and collective beliefs: in the past it was the theory of the ethers, 
today it is the Big Bang; again in the past it was the practice of bleeding, 
today one touts the practices of disinfection and vaccination. From this 
point of view, scientific rationality is not more "objective" than Sumerian 
cosmology or Bantu mythology. Like all knowledge, it is in part a fic- 
tion, a presumption on the part of the human mind, an artifact of con- 
sciousness. 

Rationalist thought rejects all propositions which have not been 
"proven" according to its own criteria, grounded in the presupposition 
that a statement must refer to a tangible, measurable reality, divorced 
from the impressions which are at the root of judgment. Now, this reality 
which serves as referent is nothing more than a supposition (William of 
Ockham), a simplified schema of lived experience. Hence one denies to 
consciousness the ability to see, to intellect the ability to think that which 
is worthy of being seen or thought. Each is circumscribed by technico- 
analytical practices performed on a fragment of reality, extirpated from 
the realities to which it is linked. The course of moder science leads to a 
relativism which obscures any metaphysical intention. The essential dis- 
appears more and more from the preoccupations of consciousness. The 
neutralization of the body and the mind and above all the "decivilizing of 
the soul" (Robert Musil) increase the sectarianism of assertions and par- 


? Medicine in the larger sense of the word (including surgery and psychiatry) is 
a characteristic example of such an abuse of power: over-medication and rejec- 
tion out of hand of marginalized knowledge. 

8 Thomas Kuhn, La structure des révolutions scientifiques [= The Structure of 
Scientific Revolutions], 1962; 1970; French translation by Flammarion, 1983, p. 
282. 
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tial rehabilitations. In our modern factories of knowledge the organiza- 
tion of research imposes an excessive division of function: mediocre or 
insignificant results achieved with more or less dexterity are legitimized, 
and one imposes a superachieving technicity on the performance of 
meaningless tasks. All this is pointless obscurantism which separates us 
more and more from ourselves.’ 

Science contributes to the modeling of the socio-economic environment 
through its technological production."® Its conception of reality is by no 
means necessarily the most legitimate or fecund, but it is indeed the one 
with a hold on our way of living and perceiving. And just what is that 
way of living? Here arises the suprising contradiction of our modern 
mentality: on the one hand one affirms the rightness of our mental repre- 
sentations and the necessity of upholding scientific criteria as the only 
valid ones, to the detriment of other forms of knowledge, because only 
those criteria are believed to guarantee the legitimacy of results and to 
satisfy the requirements of modern rationality; on the other hand, one 
admits quite freely that civilization—despite all its technological benefits 
—is an unmitigated disaster on the human level: our industrialized cities 
are intolerable places to live, suicide is on the rise among the young and 
the not so young, civility is in marked decline, ethical and emotional fac- 
ulties are atrophying, interpersonal exchanges lose anything they had of 
warmth and agreeableness, ecosystems are destroyed slowly and inexo- 
rably—all of which is simply the visible manifestation of a single event 
of contemporary history: the internal destruction of the human being. So 
we end up with intellectual competence and political impotence at the 
same time: supposedly the world is thought up by phoenixes, but it is 
governed by incompetent idiots. It is of course quite apparent that our 
material production and our mental representations condition the texture 
of our lives. Modernity simply gets the world which it itself shapes. 

Science seems to be an activity, a functional type of knowledge, which 
creates objects such as particle accelerators, computers and food products 
and so forth, but that activity is sustained by institutions put into place in 
order to make it function in that manner. In its ideological dimension 
science has become what Christian religion and morality still seemed to 
be in Marx's day: the opiate of the people. The critique of the positivistic 
sciences and modern technology, formulated from various perspectives 


° "The ultimate end—civilization—is lost from sight; the means—modern scien- 
tific activity—barbarizes ..." (Nietzsche, Ecce Homo, in Oeuvres philosophiques 
completes, vol. 8.1, French translation by Jean-Claude Hémery, Gallimard, 
1974, p. 291). 

‘° Thomas Kuhn points out that the rapprochement of science and technology 
dates only from the end of the 19th century: "Until late in the 19th century, im- 
portant technological innovations almost never came from people, institutions or 
social groups who contributed to the sciences.” (in La tension essentielle [= 
Essential Shift], 1977; French translation published by Gallimard, 1990, p. 204). 
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by Ernst Mach, Edmund Husserl, Heidegger, Bohr, Habermas, Kuhn, 
Feyerabend and many others, is not intended to condemn those things, 
but rather to show their limitations and abuses: e.g. the relative objectiv- 
ity of scientific rationality, its application to domains where it does not 
rightly apply at all, the intrinsic production of an ideology, called scien- 
tistic, which precludes the involvement of other types of knowledge. So 
the critique does not focus on science as a theory of nature, but rather on 
its abusive technological applications and its ideological monopoly of 
knowledge. 


The Threefold Nature of Knowledge 


"The whole of being is present wherever there is true 
birth, wherever an awakening happens (...) "To under- 
stand" not only means to embrace and reunify multiplic- 
ity, but also to place the act of knowing in a soil of ex- 
perience lived as ancient and original: less as a function 
of an historical antecedent brought to light than through 
the relationship, itself ancient, which each soul has with 
the forgotten strata, conscious or unconscious, of its own 
psyche." (Frangoise Bonardel: L'hermétisme) 


STROLOGY exists not merely because there are people who 
calculate horoscopes, but rather because astrological knowl- 
edge is a particular epistemological form which derives from 
the tri-dimensionality of reality and the irreducible diversity 
of cognitive dispositions in the human mind. 

In essence, reality impresses itself upon consciousness in three dis- 
tinct modalities: as an object, as a sign, and as a state of being, which can 
expressed alternatively as an entity either physical, mental or psychic. On 
the basis of this delineation, one can infer the existence of three principle 
domains in the development of knowledge and three corresponding "sci- 
ences" which apply to them: the objective sciences, empirico-analytical 
(biochemical and physical sciences), which observe, measure, test and 
model material phenomena; the interpretative sciences, historico- 
hermeneutic (termed "social" or "humanistic"), which arise through 
working with the products of cultural activity and their interpretation; 
and the sciences of states of being, psycho-synthetic (astrology and its 
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related disciplines), which perceive reality in relation to the totality of 
psychic being.'' 

To each of these types of science corresponds a type of archetypal 
organisation, or ideational structure, worked out or made explicit through 
three successive phases: a phase of observation, a phase of formalization, 
a phase of transformation. 


RYSTAL, or empirico-analytical structure, is the ideational 

form of the relations between objects, be they "natural" (as in 

the case of the physical sciences), or abstract (numbers, figures, 

functions and groups in mathematics). "To this realm of the ob- 
ject, seen as a mode of immanence, corresponds by its own right science 
in its theoretical aspect, which challenges reality and aims particularly at 
its objectness."'? Three phases mark the scientific process: 


> Empirical observation and the recording of facts. 

>» The formulation, by means of induction, of laws which establish 
the modalities of variation in the diversity of objects and are 
organized around theories. 

> Experimentation and the transformation of the object with a view 
to establishing new interrelationships. 


The ensemble of these processes tends to explain the functioning of ob- 
ject reality and to subdue and transform the object in its quality of resis- 
tance to the abstract or mental. By such means scientific reality is con- 
structed through mediation on the part of the mind. Experimentation and 
observation in and of themseives necessarily include the layout of physi- 
cal equipment and a specific mental disposition. The laws of physics, as 
a result, end up being applied by the experimentor to the reality per- 
ceived, Heisenberg emphasized that "phenomena" result from the inter- 
action of the object experimented upon, the system of measurement, and 
the experimentor himself. It is theory which determines what ought to be 
observed.'* According to Bachelard, science is born precisely from the 


"' This distinction is based on the thought of Wilhelm Dilthey, Charles Peirce 
and Jiirgen Habermas, for whom the third category, the "critical sciences," es- 
sentially includes Freudian psychoanalysis and neo-Marxist sociology (cf. La 
technique et la science comme "idéologie" [= Technology and Science as "Ide- 
ology"), French translation from the German published by Gallimard, 1973, pp. 
145-150). However, only egalitarian and judiciary astrology possesses the criti- 
cal capacity to make a differential distinction between idiosyncracies and men- 
talities. 

” Martin Heidegger, Essais et conférences [Essays and Lectures], French 
translation published by Gallimard, 1958, p. 62. 

'° “Natural laws which, in the theory of quanta, we formulate mathematically, no 
longer concern the elementary particles themselves, but rather the knowledge we 
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rupture with received perception and constructs itself "against Nature." A 
supposition of recent creation (post-Keplerian and post-Newtonian) and 
by nature materialist, science has as its privileged object the mineral 
kingdom.""* This circumstance explains why Crystal is always in process 
of development, oriented towards the future, involved in an unlimited 
process of construction and reconstruction of reality. 


ODE, or historico-hermeneutic structure (linguistic, semiotic, 

socio-historical) is the ideational form of relations between 

signs within the context of a received socio-cultural matrix. 

Ferdinand de Saussure defined language as a system of signs, a 
social product, a code relatively independent of individual manifestations 
at the level of "parole" [word]. A linguistic unit has no reality independ- 
ent of its relation to the whole: it is defined in the same instance by the 
place it occupies within the relational matrix of the language in question 
and by its distinctiveness from similar units in that matrix.'’ Three 
phases mark the process of cultural investigation: 


» The collection and recording of available data (linguistic data, 
archives and documents of historical, sociological or ethnologic 
nature, and a variety of other cultural information. 

> Delineation of the elements collected and their comparison in re- 
lation to differences in meaning. 

> The reorganization of those elements by means of their respec- 
tive functions, and the interpretation of documents on the basis 
of that reorganization. 


This process does not aim to explain a phenomenon, but rather to de- 
scribe it and to interpret the data, which is to say, to elucidate the mean- 
ing of the diverse products of culture through the use of interpretative 
models which have been constructed. Code is extracted from the past, 
identified by forms which are recognized or discovered anew, and it is 
open to all new efforts at formalization and to any information capable of 
modifying its structures. 


have of them." (Werner Heisenberg, in La nature dans la physique contempo- 
raine, French translation from the German, Gallimard, 1962, p. 18. [For the 
original English work, cf. Physics & Philosophy: the Revolution in Modern Sci- 
ence, New York: Harper Torchbooks, 1962.)] 

'4 in La formation de l'esprit scientifique [= The Formation of the Scientific 
Mind], Vrin, 1938; 1983. 

'S in Cours de linguistique générale, 1916; Payot, 1967. 
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intangible, invisible, unconscious. Paul Valéry wrote in 1938: 
"Beneath any symbolic expression, beneath all knowledge and all feel- 
ing, lies a source of energy, its point of issue and the three or four forms 
that this energy can take, either independently or in association, and the 
three or four differentiated outflowings emerging from that source op- 
pose it, react upon the outflow, etc."'® Impressionistic awarenesses [im- 
pressionaux] are not psychic states, but rather "minimal" forms, of arche- 
typal nature, limited in number, which innervate those states. Following 
the examples of Crystal and Code, three phases form the psycho- 
synthetic process: 


> Visualization, by means of "abstract observation" (Peirce), of the 
circular organisation of the psyche and the interdependence of its 
elements. 

> The assignment by abductive reasoning of archetypal forms and 
their symbology. 

> The integration of possibility by the distribution of units and per- 
spectives. 


Charles Peirce specified in his writings the necessary and logical exis- 
tence of a faculty of abstract observation which assures the coherence of 
perceived reality and allows one "to discover what should be and not 
simply what is in the real world.""’ To this mode of perceiving reality 
corresponds reasoning by abduction, capable of identifying a reality 
which is unverifiable in terms of physical data. Abduction is distin- 
guished from deduction, a mode of reasoning appropriate to formal logic 
(Aristotle, Leibnitz, etc.) and from induction, appropriate for the scien- 
tific model of experimentation. The rigor of the logician testifies in favor 
of the insistence by certain spiritualist thinkers on the preservation of 
what they call "symbolic imagination" (Henry Corbin). The astrological 
process no longer seeks to explain a phenomenon, neither to interpret 
data, but rather fo understand an underlying reality, in so far as phenom- 
ena and cultural data have their source in the psyche. Matrix is at once 
present and outside of time: it aligns itself with the present moment while 
at the same time it carries forward a pre-existent and permanent founda- 
tion. 


'6 in Cahiers, "Psychologie", edited by Judith Robinson, Gallimard, 1973, vol. 
1, p. 1067. 

"” in Ecrits sur le signe [= Writings on the Sign], translated and edited by 
Gérard Deledalle, Le Seuil, 1978, p. 121. 
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Wilhelm Dilthey, in his Kantian project of building a general anthro- 
pology, does not admit the aspect "psychic" in association with the con- 
cept "socio-historical," and he is content to put the explaining of Nature 
into opposition with the comprehension (Verstehen) of psychic life by 
means of lived experience (Er/ebnis).'* Now, there exist three levels: the 
explanation of the physical world, the interpretation of the cultural world, 
and the understanding of the psychic world. Likewise there exist three 
languages, i.e. three abstract modes of declination and mental abstraction 
of reality: the living languages, which permit communication and the 
transmission of ideas, the language of mathematics, which operates es- 
sentially on numbers and serves to highlight the variability of objects, 
and astrological language, the structures of which symbolize the trans- 
formations of the psyche.'” 

Astrology is the gateway to a structural comprehension of the psyche. 
Astrological understanding differs from the explanation of the physical 
sciences and from the interpretation of the humanistic sciences. To un- 
derstand, in the astrological sense, is not to demonstrate, but rather to 
reveal or show. No hermeneutic or philosophical method, no analytical 
or statistical technique, can represent astrology without diminishing it. 
Matrix-based thinking has as its goal not to render uniform the enormous 
diversity of mental representations, but rather to preserve the organiza- 
tion of the multiplicity which exists beyond the representations them- 
selves. It consists of thinking severally about the many. Astrology cannot 
be defined in any domain but its own: the egalitarian domain of the 
qualitative potentialization of psychic reality. 

A number of contemporary astrologers, armed with statistics and scien- 
tific rationality, are mistaken about the nature of astrological knowledge 
and err also in their hope for a "justification" of their practices by the 
scientific community. Statistics offer nothing but partial "results," in the 
final analysis: "There can be no question of 'proving' astrology by those 
means; 'proof' ... emerges from the domain of physical fact, whereas as- 
trology operates upon structures."”” This inappropriate extension to as- 
trology of the methods which are appropriate for the physical sciences 
stems from a faulty understanding of the nature of astrology and of 
physical reality itself. One does not measure lunarity (lunar influence) in 
the same way one measures barometric pressure. Affectivity and con- 


'8 in Le monde de l'esprit [= The World of the Mind], French translation from 
the German, Aubier, 1947, vol. 1, p. 150. 

' "Genetic language" (a product of the organization of the DNA molecule) is 
not one of these, because it does not result from the creative operation which the 
intellect sets into motion in order to transmit cognitive content. 

2” Daniel Verney, Fondements et avenir de l'astrologie [= Foundation and fu- 
ture of Astrology], Paris, Fayard, 1974, p. 284. 
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sciousness cannot be "explained" in mechanistic terms. Instrumentational 
methods and astro-statistical schemas do no more for the substance of 
astrological knowledge than charts of encephalographic variations do for 
approaching the knowledge of dreams or the physiological transforma- 
tions which result from certain yoga postures. If planetary influences ex- 
ist at the physical or macrophysical level, they do not derive from astrol- 
ogy, but rather from cosmobiology.”' Contrary to the opinion commonly 
held and preemptorily affirmed, astrology is a serious body of knowl- 
edge: all knowledge about the human ultimately derives from the psyche, 
as Jung pointed out in his works, and disregard of this essential truth is 
the stumbling-block of modern research, if not its complete negation. So 
it is that academic psychology wanders in the desert of experimental the- 
ory, when it does not go lost on the sea of Freudian therapy. 

At present there exists no model of causal explanation for astrology, 
and none of the physical theories proposed to date is really satisfactory: 
we may cite the elemental model of Ptolemy, a result of ideas of an as- 
tro-meteorological nature, the theory of stellar rays of Al-Kindi, and Ke- 
pler's model of harmonics. Even if it is likely, in the end, that science 
should discover a geo- or bio-magnetic explanation for the planet-wide 
integration of nervous system, cellular or molecular rhythms in living 
matter, that explanation would not serve to explain the psychic-astral 
transformations which operate at a different level of reality, nor could it 
legitimize any particular, definitive application in our understanding of 
natal issues and collective cycles, Likewise, neurobiology does not illu- 
minate us with regard to the phenomena of consciousness. This auton- 
omy of astrology vis-a-vis scientific fields does not imply that it is "anti- 
scientific", contrary to what scientists claim to be the case.” 


To be continued 


2! ‘The current specialist in astro-cosmobiological research is Theodor Land- 
scheidt; see, for example, his Sun-Earth-Man: a Mesh of Cosmic Oscillations, 
London: Urania Trust, 1989, and his articles in Considerations X: 1 & X:4. 

® We astrologers think that it is among scientists, especially particle physicists 
and graph theorists, and not among professors of philosophy, that the true meta- 
physicians of this century are hidden. 
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Jean-Paul Sartre 


Because an all-powerful police tried to force us to hold our tongues, 
every word took on the value of a declaration of principles. Because we 
were hunted down, every one of our gestures had the weight of a solemn 
commitment. 


O¢cPRoFin I, &¥ DOK HLQ 


French existentialist philosopher and writer, born in Paris (48NS51, 
2E20) at 6:36 PM UT, 21 June 1905 (birth certificate). He taught 
philosophy at Le Havre, Paris and Berlin, was imprisoned in Germany 
(1941), and after his release joined the resitance in Paris. In 1945 he 
emerged as the leading light of the left-bank intellectual life of Paris. He 
had married the author Simone de Beauvoir and they founded Les Temps 
modernes in 1945. He wrote several novels and a large number of plays. 
His philsosophy is presented in L’Etre et le néant (Being and 
Nothingness). In 1964 he published his autobiography, Les Mots (Words) 
and was awarded (but declined) the Nobel Prize for Literature. In the 
later 1960s he became closely involved in opposition to US policies in 
Vietnam, and supported student rebellion in 1968. He died in 1980. 
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Robert Burton 


An itching humour or a kind of longing to see that which is not to be 
seen, to do that which ought not to be done, to know that secret which 
should not be known, to eat of the forbidden fruit. 


OoePe ¥o Qin 12"; of ¢ ASC; ho MC, ¥. 


English writer born in Lindley, Leicestershire (52N30, 1W00) on 8 
February 1577 (8:59 AM UT, birth records, via Kraum). He studied in 
Oxford, then taught there, taking religious orders in 1614. His great work 
was the Anatomy of Melancholy (first appeared in 1621, but altered and 
added to until the 6" edition in 1651-52), a learned miscellany on the 
ideas of his time, which influenced many subsequent authors. “Every 
page is marked by keen irony, profound and often gloomy humor, and by 
strong and excellent sense; while throughout there runs a deep undertone 
that at times rises into a grave eloquence of quite singular charm.” He 
was “an exact mathematician, a curious calculator of nativities, a general 
read scholar, a thro’ paced philologist, and one that understood the sur- 
veying of lands well ... His company was very merry, facete, and juve- 
nile.” Not unnaturally, given the title of his masterwork, it was rumored 
— falsely — that he died a suicide’s death. 
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Anne Whitaker writes: 
I just received my latest Considerations. What you are saying about the 
importance of the crescent moon stage of the lunation cycle fits very 
much with how I work with cycles, especially the progressed lunation 
cycle. I have long noticed that the confusion and uncertainty of the moon 
dark-ending phase, then the new moon birth point, doesn’t subside and 
begin to take tangible form until the crescent moon stage — about three 
years into the new cycle, or two in the case of 4 and ». 

—Glasgow, Scotland 


Larry Ely writes: 

On the matter of Jesus's birth year and date, you might be interested to 
learn that there is strong evidence to support the date of the crucifixion as 
3 April 33, Julian. Astronomers have shown that there was an eclipse of 
the Moon that day, and clairvoyants Steiner (c. 1912) and Anne Cath- 
erine Emmerich (c. 1772) gave that year independently and previously to 
a definitive study by Oxford astronomers in 1983. See Humphreys, C. J. 
and Waddington, W. G., 'Dating the Crucifixion’ in Nature, 306 (Decem- 
ber 22/29, 1983), pp.743-46. Steiner further said that Jesus lived 32 or 33 
years, depending on how you interpret him. 

However, there is a complexity here, for Steiner said that there were 
two Jesuses, the one described in Matthew and the one described in 
Luke. He said they were separate human individuals who had different 
biographies, and that the Matthew Jesus, the one visited by the Magi, 
was born several months before the Luke Jesus of Christmas time. At age 
twelve these two Jesuses combined during the incident at the Temple 
when both were present and the ego from the Matthew Jesus, the wise 
ego that had had many incarnations, such as Solomon, passed over into 
the Luke Jesus, who was an individual who was totally pure of heart for 
he had his first incarnation at this time. 

Ormond Edwards, a Scottish scholar, has calculated that the Luke Je- 
sus was born 25 December 0, Julian and that the Matthew Jesus was born 
6 January 0, Julian. Edwards has argued persuasively along with others 
that Herod did not die in 4 BC but early in 1 BC (astronomical 0). Ed- 
wards has a very thorough argument for Herod dying in 1 BC, which I 
have not digested at this moment. But here are his books: 

A New Chronology of the Gospels, Floris Books, London, 1972. 

"Herodian Chronology" in Palestine Exploration Quarterly (January- 
June), pp.29-42 

The Time of Christ, Floris Books, Edinburgh, 1986. 
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I have The Time of Christ, which treats the whole chronology of the 
events of the incarnation from 6 April —1, Julian to 3 October 34 (the 
conversion of Paul). His treatment of Herod is in nine pages, including 
discussion of calendar reckonings and coinages. 

Well, I calculated the first Lunar Crescent of the New Year as 1 April 
~I Julian at 16:03:30 UT with an Ascendant of 14°50’ =. Regulus is at 
2° 01’ Q (without corrections for proper motion), while the mean lunar Q 
is 2° 14° «~. 4 is in the 10th house at 29°51” & SD, about to loop Regulus 
for the third and final time. Edwards points out that the Biblical prophecy 
points to } as the star we should be looking at, and the sign of Q, not 
as the sign we should be looking at, and as well, that Regulus has a tradi- 
tion of ruling kingship. Your citation of David Hughes regarding the 
meaning of en te anatole fits, as 4 is in the 10th house, thus ‘rising on 
high’. Of note for this New Year chart is that at 16° 37’ & is exactly 
opposed ¥ at 16° 40” TIL 8. 

What do you think of this alternative to the 19 April -5 Julian chart 
you gave, moving off Addey's -6 year and the whole 4-% in } band- 
wagon of 7 BC? Look at the Luke Jesus’ nativity, the planets are in all 
the signs of the zodiac, which is the white light coming from all the col- 
ors being mixed. The stellium in } is not the point of Jesus; he was not a 
specialist in one area, but rather a universalist. Also, @ is the sign of the 
Master. 

Oh yes, Josephus reported on an eclipse of the ) in 10 January 0. 
(and I think that this is supposed to have startled Herod). I do not know 
how total the eclipse was. Edwards puts Herod's death on Shebat 2 
(January 28) 1 BC. This was 22 days after the Matthew Jesus’ birth on 6 
January. 

—Amherst, Massachusetts 


Ken Gillman responds: 

When I wrote the article “Ypres, Dunblane & the Star of Bethlehem”, 
that appeared in Considerations XVI-1, I was unaware that I was inde- 
pendently confirming astronomer Michael Molnar’s research.' Molnar 
suggests Jesus was born on 17 April 6 BC. He was led to this date by 
three factors: (1) A. coin from 1 Century Antioch with the image of a 
ram looking back at a star; (2) The realization that in April 6 BC there 
was the rare occurrence of the ©, 4 and *, the three triplicity rulers of 
T, simultaneously in T (I have checked, the © was not in T in during 
the months of 65 BC in which both 4 and % were last together in T, al- 
though all three were in T the next time around, in April 54 AD); and 
(3) The discovery that an occultation of 4 by the ) occurred around noon 
on 17 April 6 BC, 


' See The Star of Bethlehem (New Brunswick, NJ. Rutgers University Press, 
2000). 
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Based on his interpretation of a text in Firmicus Maternus (III: 9), 
Molnar argues that for early astrologers a ) occultation of 4 was a royal 
signature: it predicted “unconquered generals who govern the whole 
world”. [ disagree with Molnar’s interpretation of this particular text, for 
Firmicus is discussing } in the 5" house, while the occultation occurred 
when \ was near the MC. 

In addition, % is not yet in T. According to modern calculations, it is 
at 29° 11’ H. However, that does not mean that the Magi may not have 
believed + was in T; we know from examples in Greek Horoscopes’ that 
calculated planetary positions of that time often differed from modern 
ones by as much as 6°. 

Molnar fails to mention the solar eclipse 18 April 6 BC, which I con- 
sider so very important. 

In general, then, I disagree with Molnar’s rationale. Nonetheless, for 
different reasons, he and I have come up with a similar date. We both 
argue that celestial events in April 6 BC are connected with the birth of 
Jesus. Molnar suggests the actual birth occurred at this time; I simply say 
that it occurred sometime during the following twelve months. 

Responding to the fascinating information Larry Ely provides: the 
two dates in 1 BC that Ormond Edwards proposes (25 December and 6 
January) are coincidently both Christmas Days: the first by the new-style 
Gregorian calendar, the second by old-style Julian calendar. Larry was 
kind enough to send me a copy of The Time of Christ by Ormond Ed- 
wards. It is a fascinating book, the content of which requires time for full 
digestion. 

Anne Whitaker’s observation that the new life-direction a progressed 
lunation indicates is often not apparent for a year or so, possibly not until 
the progressed ) has escaped from out of the ©’s rays, may be very im- 
portant. From my reading of Olivia Barclay’s insightful articles on Ho- 
rary, [ would expect that William Lilly and other masters of earlier years 
would agree with Anne’s comments; they considered a USB ) to be dif- 
ficult, to say the least. 

—Goldens Bridge, New York 


Lois M. Rodden writes: 

It's always unfortunate that data is so volatile that it is subject to 
shape-shifting. Che Guevara® has always been a bit iffy, and the newer 
biographies on him seem to offer the reason why. In a Catholic country 
where loss of virginity is dishonorable to the family, a change of birth- 
date is not uncommon. The following update may be of interest: 


? Neugebauer & Van Hoessen, Greek Horoscopes. Philadelphia: American Phi- 
losophical Society, 1959. 

3 See Bob Makransky’s article “? ¢ © in the Horoscope of Che Guevara” in 
Considerations XVI: 1, pp. 19-24. 
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Name: Guevarra, Che 

Birth Name: Guevara de la Serna, Emesto 
Birth Date: 5/14/1928 

Birth Time: 3:05:00 AM 

Birth Place: Rosario, Argentina 

Latitude: 32 S 57 

Longitude: 60 W 40 

Time Signature: AST+4:0 Standard 

Data Source: Biography (B) 

Marc Penfield quotes Jon Lee Anderson, Che «62/9727: A Revolu- 
tionary Life, Grove Atlantic, 1977; confirmed by Marcello Borges from 
the Portuguese translation. Guevara's mother revealed that she had 
changed the true birth date of May 14 to June 14, 1928 because she was 
pregnant when married. Brazilian critics consider the biography to be the 
most authoritative account of Guevara's life. It continues to say that the 
baby was born at the same day and time that a dockworker died at a local 
hospital and the journalist, Anderson, checked that information for a con- 
firmation. Marcello Borges writes that the country is primarily Catholic 
and sex before marriage is still a strong taboo, so Che's mother concealed 
her condition, married, and when she registered the birth, changed the 
date. Grazia Bordoni wrote in January 1999 that she had just returned 
from Cuba and had gone to Santa Clara where she visited the Che 
Guevara Memorial. There, the B.C. was displayed, “for June 15, 1928 at 
3:05. The birth was registered a day later. From what I could read, the 
town was Santa Fe and not Rosario." —Yucaipa, California 


Bob Makransky responds: 
Even if the data on Guevara is wrong, it doesn’t change my view of 2 
conjunct the ©, which was the point of my article —Coban, Guatemala 


Walt Masters writes: 

Readers may be interested in the astrological circumstances of my re- 
cent stroke. 

Birth data: 7:06 PM EST, 9 October 1932, Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania. Stroke occurred on 20 January 2001 at Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 

IT was in no condition to note the time, but I later received an ambu- 
lance bill that said the ambulance was sent out at 1:22 PM CST. I've used 
that time, although the actual stroke would have occurred a few minutes 
earlier. 

X{ was involved, of course. Also one of my Arabic Parts: the Part of 
Danger, Violence and Debt. This Part’s formula is ASC + ¥ - ». In my 
birth chart, it falls at 19° 30° «*. The location in may be significant, as 
The Rulership Book says == represents the circulation of the blood. This 
Part was the focus of no fewer than five aspects! 

At the time of the stroke, transiting K at 19° 41’ #* was conjunct the 
Part; transit ) at 20° 13° x sextiled it; progressed X at 19° 30’ T exactly 
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sextiled it; my Quotidian Q2 progressed Ascendant at 19° 03’, trined it; 
as did the Solar Arc & at 20° 00’ =. 

In addition, Solar Arc Vesta sextiled my natal ©. The Rulership Book 
gives the © as a secondary symbol of the circulation of the blood. 

Solar Arc )K at 0° 15’ & was conjunct a different Part: the Part of Im- 
prisonment and Captivity. The formula for this Part is ASC + © - ¥. This 
conjunction may be irrelevant. Or it may refer to the fact that some 
stroke victims end up imprisoned within their own crippled bodies. 
Thank God I didn't! I am recovering. 

Does anyone see anything I've missed? 

—Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada 


Sky & Telescope’s news bulletin, 23 March 2001: 

The 15-year mission of the Mir orbital complex ended in a rain of 
bright, flaming debris over the South Pacific Ocean. Vacationers on the 
beaches of Fiji spotted the high-speed reentry through broken clouds. 
One likened it to "a giant golden hand streaking across the sky," followed 
by a series of sonic booms. 


Space Station Mir falls into Pacific Ocean 
6:05 AM UT, 23 March 2001 
44S, 150W 
By 21 March, Mir had descended to an orbital altitude of 214 kilome- 
ters, at which point it was powered back up and oriented after two 
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months of dormancy. Early on 23 March the Progress M1-5 cargo ship, 
which had docked to the complex's Kvant module, fired its thrusters to 
lower the perigee to only 190 km. A second burn followed one orbit 
later. Mir then made two final trips around the Earth in this new lower 
orbit before the Progress's final engine firing at 5:09 Universal Time 
(12:09 a.m. Eastern Time) dropped the perigee to only 80 km, sending 
Mir deep into the atmosphere. Passing east of Papua New Guinea the 
complex began to break up as friction robbed it of its remaining orbital 
velocity. At about 6:05 UT the remaining fragments plowed into the 
ocean well east of New Zealand near 44° south latitude, 150° west longi- 
tude. 

Mir (also known as DOS 7, the Russian acronym for Long-duration 
Orbital Station) was the 10" Soviet space station to be launched 
following three military Almaz and six earlier civilian DOS 
laboratories. Its core module reached orbit on 20 February 1986, 
after which it made 86,330 trips around Earth and was visited by 111 
spacecraft. Soviet and Russian astronauts and visiting crews from many 
countries occupied it for a total of 4,591 days, during which they 
ventured outside the hull for 79 space walks. The station survived 
minor and major collisions and a serious fire. 

All astrological indicators appear to be in their correct positions: the 
waning ) is separating from ¢ $ and applying to OP (¢ 0’) — from orbit 
to destruction. * is setting, ¢ Algol. $0 4, with mutual reception (4 is 
the hour and day ruler). K is O ASC, while ¥ in the 4" house, 75° ASC, 
points to the space station’s end in the ocean. 


Britain’s Foot & Mouth epidemic: 

Key charts are those of the Vernal Equinox (07:35:17 am UT, 20 
March 2000; London: 51N30, 0W10), which occurred shortly after a full 
moon and has % at the & Ascendant, and the (Babylonian) year’s first 
appearance of the new lunar crescent (approx. 6:37 pm UT, 6 April 2000; 
London). 

The crescent chart is particularly doleful and pertinent, with the ) be- 
sieged between o” and %, and the tight o‘ « 4 with the K contra-antiscion 
at the cusp of the 8" Regio house. 2, the ASC ruler, and the Q are 1’ and 
4’, respectively, from changing sign; a placement that has become asso- 
ciated with intense grief. 

Animals are separated between the 6" and 12" houses by whether 
they are large enough to be ridden (12") or not (6"). Thus cows, the 
problem animals for Mad Cow disease, are signified by the 12", while 
sheep, the current target, are related to the 6"". Here ¥ and @ are close to 
the 6" cusp in 4, o° ®; \, the 6"-house ruler is at cusp 8 with o and the 


X contra-antiscion. Z 
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Ruth Baker, a regular contributor on horary matters in Considerations, is a 
professional violinist. She lives on the Essex coast in England 


Olivia Barclay, the author of Horary Astrology Rediscovered, may be the per- 
son responsible for the current reawakened concern throughout the astrological 
world with traditional and classical astrology. Olivia, is the principle of the 
Qualifying Horary Diploma course, which she directs from her home in Eng- 
land. J 


Robert Feik is a consulting astrologer living in Melbourne Australia, After a 
successful career in science he is pursuing his research interests through the 
astrology of coincidences and dreams. 


Ken Gillman is the editor of Considerations. 


Patrice Guinard obtained his Doctorate in astrology in 1993 at the Sorbonne 
(Department of Philosophy, University of Paris). For more of his thoughtful 
writings visit the C.U.R.A. web site at http://cura.free.fr/cur-en.html, 


Theodor Landscheidt a retired high court judge, hypnotist and scientist, who 
has been an astrologer since 1956. He is an elected member of the New York 
Academy of Sciences, and recipient of both the Dewey Institute of Cycles re- 
search award and the Marc Edmund Jones award. Dr. Landscheid’s books in- 
clude Cosmic Cybernetics and Sun-Earth-Man. Ted now lives in Nova Scotia. 


Bill Meridian designed the AstroAnalyst and Financial Trader financial astrol- 
ogy software programs. His best-selling book Planetary Stock Trading is now 
available in its extensively revised second edition. 


Alan Richter initially wrote in Considerations in the 1980’s on stock market 
matters. In recent years he has devoted his time to studying the relationship be- 
tween astrology and horse racing, with successful results. 


Dennis Saunders is a Homeopath, a Naturopath, an Osteopath, and a very fine, 
experienced astrologer. Dr. Saunders lives in Johannesburg and has been “into 
astrology for the past 44 years." He is an honorary life member of the Astro- 
logical Association of South Africa, having taught most of the members in the 
school he ran from 1975 to 1985. 


In addition to his work as an astrologer Doug Smith, a former professor at York 
University in Toronto, practices homeopathy from his home in Haliburton, On- 
tario. His article on British mortuary extravaganza in this issue is taken from his 
book Big Waves on the Far Shore: Towards an Astrology of Great Visions, 


Prier Wintle is a consulting astrologer with many years’ experience, whose 
writings frequently appear in the leading astrological journals. Prier has worked 
in England, New Zealand and South Africa. He currently lives in Cape Town. 
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